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THINGS UNTHINKABLE 


From the Standpoint of the Cross 


~ - «By Dr. Robert G, Lee, Pastor 
Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee 


“Christ crucified ... the power of God, and the wisdom 


of God.” —I Cor. 1:23, 24. 


Unthinkable it is that man can 
tunnel mountains with toothpicks, 
clip the wings of a cyclone with a 
pair of scissors, reverse the whirl- 
ing of a tornado with a lady’s fan, 
stop the mad plunge of a mountain 
avalanche with a teaspoon. Incon- 
ceivable it is that man can sweet- 
en an ocean of quinine with a 


Prize Winner in Second Annual $1,600 
“Sermons on Vital Public Issues” Contest 


° Is the 


Bible 


The Word of God? 


By Rev. Walter Hughes, M.B.E., B.A. 
R.R. No. 1, Ilderton, Ontario, Canada 


We are living in a world of widespread skepticism. Doubt 
and drift characterize this age. Question marks concerning 
almost all that our forefathers believed are to be found in 
the conversation of the street and the office, in pulpit pre- 
sentations, and in the literature of the day. Doubt seems 
to be in the very air we breathe. 


There are few truly honest 
doubters concerning the Scrip- 
tures. An honest doubter is one 
who has thoroughly examined the 
evidence and found them to fail. 
The Bible is the biggest puzzle to 
those who seldom or never read 
it. Everything ought to be given 
a fair and honest trial before it is 
doubted, discarded, and damned 
as the Bible often is. 

We have read of two praminent 
young Englishmen who agreed to 
assault .Christianity. In. order to 
conduct their attack more suc- 
eessfully they agreed to minutely 


“@onsider and sift the evidence as 


to the inspiration of the Bible 
and the Deity of Christ. When 
they began honestly to consider 
the Bible, its claims and merits, 
they discovered they could no 
longer doubt. So Lord Lyttleton 
and Gilbert West became converts 
and defenders of the faith they 
once discredited and determined to 
destroy. 

It is said that Tom Paine didn’t 
keep a Bible in his house. David 
Hume confessed that he had not 
read any of the Bible’ except 


Luke’s Gospel. Voltaire was en-|: 
tirely ignorant of the first facts |: 


of the Bible. 


If we refuse and reject this} #4 
Book of divine revelation some of | 4 
the most personal and profound! 4 
problems that men and women|*4 
face must forever go unanswered. | © 
Who am I? Where did I come} = 
from? What am I here for? and, |» 


everywhere; but it is of God’s 
heart that we need to know. 

As we look into our own life 
and around at the lives of others 
we see overwhelming evidence of 
the need of just the message that 
the Bible brings. Without’ the 
Word the gaping wounds of homes 
and hearts can know no balm. 
Without the Bible the world is left 
without redemption for its sin, 
without consolation for its sorrow, 
and without power for its paraly- 
sis. Without the Word of God the 
world is left without a beam of 
light to illumine its dark night 
and will, without regeneration for 
its degeneration, inevitably drift 
towards its doom. 


The Swedish Nightingale, Jenny 
Lind, won great success as an op- 
eratic singer and money poured 
into her purse. It is said that she 
left the public platform when at 
the very peak of her powers and 
never went back to the stage 
again. Ever afterwards she was 
content to live in privacy. It is 

(Continued on page 7) 


Where am I going? How can these |: 


questions ever be completely and}: 
correctly answered without the |* 
Bible? There are many burning}: 
questions that affect our interest) = 
in time and eternity and there is|*: 
in the book of nature} *; 
that gives an answer. What isjj 


nothing 


sometimes called “natural reli- 


gion” can tell us of God's power 
but not of His pity. Nature speaks 
clearly of God’s greatness but is 
utterly silent as to God’s grace. 
Nature can talk of the hands of 
God, for we see His fingerprints | 


Dr. Walter Hughes 


-| Lord” 


pint of sugar, heat ten thotisand 
cold hearthstones with one blaz- 
ing coal, light a city’s darkness 
with one feeble candle, and per- 
fume the stifling atmosphere of a 
continent with one rosebud. 

Just so there are some things 
unthinkable from the standpoint of 
Christ’s cross. 

A question is in order here, The 
question is— 


I. What Is Christ’s Cross? 


Though many walk as enemies 
of the cross of Christ (Phil. 3:18), 
they do not eleminate the truth 


symbol of Christ’s suffering for 
sin. 


“And he bearing his cross went 
forth into a place called the place 
of a skull, which is called in 
the Hebrew Golgotha: Where 
they crucified him, and two others 
with him, on either side one, and 
Jesus in the midst. And Pilate 
wrote a title, and put it on the 
cross. And the writing was, JESUS 
OF NAZARETH THE KING OF 
THE JEWS.”—John 19:17-19. 


Though unto the Jews, Christ’s 
cross is a stumbling block (I Cor. 
1:23), that truth does not dispense 
with the truth that the cross is 
the lowest rung in the ladder of 
Christ’s obedience. ‘‘Christ Jesus 
. . . being found im fashion as a 
man ., . humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even 


that the cross is the burden and 


the death of the cross” (Phil. 2:8). 


Jesus May Come 


Today! 


Christ’s Return Always Imminent 


Olivet Discourse Proves That Jesus May Come at Any 
Moment, Could Have Come at Any Time Since Pentecost, 
but May Not Come for Centuries. Christ’s Return 


to Be Daily Expected, 


but No Signs. He Must 


Come Before the Tribulation Time or Any 
Other Prophesied Event 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


- 


Jesus may come today! That 
is the blessed hope of the Chris- 
tian. When Jesus went away two 
angels stood by the apostles and 
said, “. . . this same Jesus, which 
is. taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as 
ye have seen him go into heaven” 
(Acts 1:10,11). 

The dear Saviour said to the 
grieving disciples the night before 
He was crucified, ‘And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto 
myself; that where I am, there 
ye may be also.” Paul was inspired 
of God to write to the Thessalon- 
ians, “For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
Then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up to- 
gether with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and 
so shall we ever be with the 
(I Thess. 4:16, 17). Jesus 
is coming. He may come today! 


I do not mean that _ there 


are particular signs that show He’ 4: 
is coming. I believe there are| 


no such signs. 


I do not mean that we are 
in “the end of the age.’ That 
I do not know, and I believe no 
one else knows, I simply mean that 
Jesus may come today just as 
He might have come and was 
dearly expected to come by de- 
voted Christians in Bible times, 
and ever since Pentecost. The 
coming of Christ is imminent, 
that is, at hand. His coming has 
been possible at any moment dur- 
ing apostolic times and down to 
the present. We do not know 
that He will come today. We do 
not know that He will come for 


centuries yet. We simply know 
that, according to the Scriptures, 
the Lord’s return is at hand, is 
imminent, is to be constantly 
expected by obedient Christians. 

I do not say that Jesus must 
come today. I say He may come 
today. No one knows when He will 


should look for His coming in 


gladness. Jesus may come today! 
This is the one great truth 


(Continued on page 8) 


come, but ail should expect Him, 


most emphasized in the New Testa- 
ment about Christ’s coming. The 


dling.) 


A verse-by-verse commentary 
on the Gospel of Matthew; 
sturdily bound with two-color hard 
binding. Over 500 big pages, $3.95. 
(Add 20c for postage and han- 


Though unto the Greeks Christ’s 
cross is foolishness, the truth re- 
mains that Christ’s cross is the 
means by which man is reconciled 
unto God. 


“And, having made peace 
_ through the blood of his cross, 
by him to reconcile all things un- 
to himself; by him, I say, whether 
they be things in earth, or things 
in heaven. And you, that were 
sometime alienated and enemies 
in your mind by wicked works, 
yet now hath he reconciled In the 
body of his flesh through death, 
to present you holy and un- 
blameable and unreproveable in 
his sight."—Col. 1:20-22. 


And Christ’s cross, on which the 
Light of the world died for those 
in darkness, is the remover of the 
claims and curse of the law. 


“For as many as are of the 
works of the law are under the 
curse: for it is written, Cursed 
is every one that continueth not 
in all things which are written in 
the book of the law to do them. 
..» Christ hath redeemed us from 
the curse of the law, being made 
a curse for us: for it'is written, 
Cursed is every one that hangeth 
on a tree.”—Gal. 3:10, 13.. 

“And you, being dead in your 
sins and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, hath he quickened 


(Continued on page 9) 


An Incident in the Life of 
D. L. Moody 


(Tent-making and 


soul-winning—these 


went together for Paul; pork-packing and 
soul-winning—these for William Reynolds, 
And how the latter came to combine these 
two diverse lines of activity is herewith 
told by the late Dr, Howard Agnew John- 


ston. ) 


I wish to relate to you a story 
which I heard over twenty years 
ago, from the lips of the man him- 
self of whom I speak. He was 
Mr. William Reynolds of Peoria, 
Illinois. It was several years be- 
fore, that he was stopped on the 
street by a friend who asked him 
this question: “Mr. Reynolds, how 
long have we known each other?” 
After a moment’s thought he re- 
plied, “About fifteen years.” The 
friend continued: “Mr. Reynolds, 
do you believe that I must accept 
Christ as my Saviour, if I am sav- 
ed?” “Yes, I do,” was the reply. The 
friend continued: “Mr. Reynolds, 
are you a Christian?” To this he 
assented. With unexpected intens- 
ity the friend then asked: “Mr. 
Reynolds, do you care whether I 
am saved or not?” “Why, certainly 
I do!” exclaimed this Christian, 
“Pardon me, I do not mean to hurt 
your feelings,’ said the friend, 
“but I do not believe it. As you 
say, for fifteen years we have 
known each other. We have fre- 
quently met in social contact. We 
have discussed almost everything 
under the heavens; yet in all this 
time you have never once uttered 
one word to let me know that you 
cared about my soul. Of course, 
when I put the question, you as- 
sert your concern; but surely if 
you had cared you would have 


(Continued on page 5) 


» just. 
: the preacher of the Gospel if men 
who were by no means strangers | 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, September 80, 1955 


He Told Us Nothing New 


By Thomas Spurgeon, who followed his famous father 
in the pulpit of the Metropolitan Tabernacle, London 


Many a critic praises when he intends to censure. The 
man who uttered this complaint had not got what he expected, 
but the fault was with himself, in that he did not look for 
what it was the preacher’s duty to supply. Blame from cer- 
tain quarters is the highest commendation. The fly blamed 
the spider for spreading a web right in its way, and thus paid 


an unintentional compliment to the skillful flycatcher. 


The 


nail chided the hammer for hitting it right on the head, and 
indirectly praised the stroke. The fish complained that the 
bait completely hid the hook, and this was one to the fisher- 
man. Now, if the fly, and the nail, and the fish had been able 
to congratulate one another on escape from web, and stroke, 


and hook, 
have shared the Joy, 


spider and carpenter and fisherman would not 
but would have needed to look to their 


laurels and try again. This case is somewhat similar. From 


the son of a great preacher, 


this 


fault-finder expected to 


receive something not only startling in delivery, but novel 


as to matter. 


’ A fellow-townsman said to him 
the morning after the evangelistic 
service, “Were you hearing young 
Spurgeon jast night, and what did 
you think of him?” 

“Little enough,” he ~answered. 
“It was the same old stuff. He told 
es nothing new.” The reader must 
imagine the shrugged shoulder and 
the disappointed look which ac- 
companied this lamentation. Sor- 
ry as I may be for the poor man’s 
disappointment, I cannot bring 
anyself to murmur at his critic- 
ism. I gladly own the judgment 
There could be no credit to 


to the truth exclaimed in raptur- 
Ous delight, “It was all new to us; 
We never heard such things be- 


fore!” Is it ours to be ever “tell- 


dng some new thing,” tickling the 
ears of Athenians, and finding 
food for speculation and super- 
6tition? I thought “the old, old 
étory” was our theme, and none 
of your new-fangled notions and 
startling novelties. 

What this malcontent expected, 


- I am at a loss to know. The avow- 


- €d object of the preacher was to 


proclaim the Gospel, and the pro- 


, Mise was fulfilled. He certainly had 
. @ gospel text: 


“This is a faithful 
6aying, and worthy of all accepta- 
fion that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners;” and 
if I remember rightly, the sermon 
stuck to the text, the tune was in 
the same key as the first note. 

Had the platform been occu- 
pied by a conjuror whose pro- 
gramme promised a succession of 
“startling novelties” and “real sur- 
prises,” the audience would have 
done right in grumbling if these 
were not forthcoming. An ordin- 
@rv show of sleight-of-hand, sim- 
pie card tricks, and the like would 
mot satisfy a public whose appetite 
had been whetted by a magni- 
Joquent advertisement. Nothing 
ehort of decapitating an obliging 
attendant and afterwards restor- 
@mg his headpiece, or the produc- 
tion of hive turtle doves from a 
amagic frying pan, could be reck- 
oned a completion of the con- 
tract. If a lecturer or concert com- 
pany visited the township with 


songs or subjects said to be ‘“‘en- 
tirely new,” the folks might ask 
for their money back again (I do 
not say they would get it), if all 
they heard was on some local topic 
from the orator; “Nancy Lee,” or 
“Home Sweet Home,” from the 


songsters. 
But in this particular case the 
speaker. made no _ pretensions, 


charged no fee, made no promises, 
He could not be charged with “‘giv- 
ing out that himself was some 
great one.” He did not cause a 
trumpet to be sounded before him, 
nor did he blow his own. Passing 
through the town, he consented to 
preach the Gospel as best he could, 
and though weary with journeying, 
he spoke earnestly about the way 
“from death unto life.” No bar- 
gain was broken, no promise for- 
gotten. 

I wonder what the grumbler 
looked for. Surely he could never 
have hoped I was a purveyor of 
such misty, mazy doctrines con- 
cerning the creation, Christ’s a- 
tonement, and-future punishment, 
as some men teach. My very name 
might tell him differently; for 
though it does not always happen 
{would God it did) that sons con- 
tinue in their sire’s holy faith, yet 
hope points that way, and disap- 
pointment generally arises in cases 
of departure rather than in in- 
stances of adherence. Did he ex- 
pect me to introduce a new Sav- 
iour to the township, or to rear 
some ladder to the skies such as 
he had dreamed of or was wishing 
for? If so, I thank God that he 
was disappointed, for I have ‘deter- 
mined not to know anything a- 
mong men save Jesus Christ and 
him crucified.’ 

Gladly I leave others to preach 
such sermons as one I heard of 
lately, in which—so says a hearer 
— “the most comforting truth was 
the fact that traces of the human 
race have been discovered thous- 
sands of feet beneath the earth’s 
surface.” Possibly, such a state- 
ment might be classed under the 
head of ‘some new thing’’; but if 
the Gospel is still to be had, we 
say ‘‘ the old is better.” 

That “Christ Jesus came into 
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the world to save sinners,” is the 
grandest news that earth can ever 
hear, It made even Heaven rejoice, 
though our gain was its loss. Was 
it not to this glad tune that angels 
sang to shepherds on the Saviour's 
birth night? Did not the eastern 
sages hail with joy the tidings that 
the God-sent star proclaimed? And 


this same news, older in point of. 


time, but fresh and fragrant still, 
is what we preach; indeed, our 
news is better, for we can tell 
not only of our Redeemer’s advent, 
but of His finished work, His com- 
plete sacrifice, and His ceaseless 


‘intercession. We speak not of the 


manger only, but of the cross, 
the grave, the throne. 


Let them call this “the same 
old stuff,” if they will. We take the 
liberty of wresting their words 
till the title, contemptuous though 
it seems to be, serves as a glori- 
ous motto. Let every pulpit pro- 
vide “the same old stuff’! The 
loaves and fishes of the Gospel 
are better far than any of the 
dainty dishes the modern con- 
fectioners of the church concoct. 
But let it not be thought that when 
we glory in the old Gospel we ad- 
mit it is not news. Paradoxical 
as it may seem, we hold that the 


charm of the.old truth is its peren-} 


nial freshness. It renews its youth 
“like the eagle's.” In some quarters 
they tell us it is worn out and 
threadbare. 


The correspondent of a New 
Zealand paper, when writing the 
other day from America, said that 
in that country the old-fashioned 
theology was “played out.” This 
startling intelligence was followed 
by an insinuation, in language 
which I do not care to quote, that 
the departure of some from sound 
scriptural views argues a general 
decay and failure of our holy faith. 
Because some remove the ancient 
landmarks he would have it that 
all are on the eve of changing 
their minds, recanting their faith, 
and striking their colors. The wish, 
I presume, is father to the thought. 
Such writers—who, by the way, 
are far more at home when writ- 
ing of some notable scandal or 
political sensation—would make us 
swallow their persuasion that our 
sires have been mistaken, and that 
we have shared their folly; that 
the faith for which martyrs blazed 
and heroes bled—the faith in 
which Christians lived trustingly, 
and died triumphantly—is a de- 
lusion and a lie. They would have 
us fling overboard the treasure 
that has been to ‘us both ballast 
and cargo so long, and what are 
they going to give us _ instead 
thereof? They would load us—like 
the silt boats—-with mud and mire, 
which they have dredged from 
their own imaginations, ‘“‘primor- 
dial slime,” or some such stuff! 

The fact is that for those who are 
content to relinquish “the old, old 
story,” there is every provision 
made, in order to supply the vac- 
uum. There is a charming variety 
of substitutes to select from. As 
saith the showman, “Whichever 
you please, my little dears; you 
pays your money and you takes 
your choice!” Here is a peephole, 
with a view of “final restoration.” 
Another presents a scene in which 
certain learned divines, armed with 
hoses, are playing jets of water on 
the flames of Hell and putting 
them out (in the picture). Direc- 
tions for looking through this hole 
are to the effect that you must 
keep one eye shut and not look out 
of the other; for who but the 
blind can fail to see unquenchable 
fire even in Christ's teaching? 
Should you wish to change your 
views you can be obliged with a 
glance through peepholes labelled, 
“Conditional Immortality,” Clean- 
sing Fires,” or “Annihilation,” 
Dropping the figure, you can 
find some to assure you that you 
will die like a dog, or an ass, if 
such a doctrine pleases you: you 
can get a purgatory without go- 
ing to Rome for it, and annithila- 
tion, or something like it, from 
professing Christians. 

Does some one remind me that 
these things are by no means 
new-—-that these views have been 
held in some shape or form for 
years? I admit it; but are they not 
new after all, in comparison 
with the Gospel of the grace 
of God? Who knows when “the 
wondrous plan” was first con- 
trived? 

The Lamb, whose blood still 
cleanses us, was “slain from the 
foundation of the world.” The 
first gospel sermon was preached 
as soon as Adam fell, when God 


Labor Unions Must 


Be Brought to Gustice 


It was in 1932 that some words 
were slipped into a labor law—the 
Norris LaGuardia Act—which en- 
ables labor unions to escape the 
provisions of anti-trust laws as ap- 
plied to industry, This act con- 
tained blanket language gurantee- 
ing unions the privilege of engag- 
ing “in other concerted activities 
for the purpose of collective bar- 
gaining or other mutual aid or 
protection.” 


In any nation in which any 
group or class is allowed special 
privileges that enable that group 
to control the economic life and 
general welfare of the people, the 
public welfare is curtailed. It is, 
therefore, encouraging now to see 
some indications that these special 
privileges of organized labor may 
be eliminated. The public weal 
demands’ that labor unions, just 
like everybody else, be made sub- 
ject to the anti-trust laws of the 
land. 


They should not be allowed to 
monopolize the industrial welfare 
of the country by industry-wide 
bargaining. They should not be al- 
lowed to enforce compulsory 
unionism in any of its forms. 
There is no reason for treating 
one-fourth of the workers differ- 
ently from the rest of the people. 

—Cortland (N. Y.) Standard. 


the Father promised that the wom- 
an’s seed should bruise the ser- 
pent’s head. All else is new when 
we talk of God’s love to rebel 
men: and yet, old as this Gospel 
is, its power remains as fresh and 
as forceful as ever. “Played out,” 
indeed! What means the scribe? 
We may believe it when an angel 
tells us so, and God admits it. Is 
this penny-a-liner also among the 
prophets? 

Just now God is telling us plain- 
ly the world over that His arm 
is not shortened that it cannot 
save; and what is His instrument 


but the tale of Calvary, the old-. 


fashioned theology? Is the. ‘‘faith- 
ful saying” no longer true and 
“worthy of all acceptation”’? Has 
“the truth as it is in Jesus” had 
its day, like the crowd of short- 
lived ‘dogmas which have barked 
against it? Has the fringe of Jesus’ 
garment ceased to respond with 
“virtue” to the touch of faith? 


When Christ uplifted fails to 
draw, when the fount, once opened 
for sin and all uncleanness, is 
“a spring shut up, a fountain seal- 
ed’; when Jesus gives up pleading, 
and the Spirit ceases striving; 
when angels have no repenting 
sinners to sing about, we may look 
for a newer and a better gospel: 
then we may take up another 
sword and wear another badge, 
but— 


Till then——nor 
vain— 


is our boasting 


Till then well preach a Saviour 


slain. 

And O may this our glory be, 

The truth of Christ still makes 
men. free, 


A word to those who read this 
paper, not having yet accepted 
for themselves. the Christ we 
speak of. Dear friends, you have 
a reverence for the “old story,” 
which my critic did not possess. 
Possibly you have got “so near 
to the kingdom” as to know that— 


“None but Jesus can do help- 
less sinners good,” 


Still you have not made Jesus 
yours. Have you grown Gospel- 
hardened? Have you built your 
nest so long in-the belfry that 
the bells are scarcely hedrd? Are 
the terrible knells which speak 
of death and judgment, and the 
merry chime which calls to mercy, 
alike, unheeded? Do not ask for 
a new gospel—seek a new heart. 
God Himself cannot provide any 
other salvation than that which 
Christ has wrought. Is_ it. too 


simple, too easy, to readily under- 


stood? 


If these are the faults you 
find, be sure they cannot be al- 
tered, but you can and must be 
changed; for “except ye be con- 
verted, and become as little chil- 
dren ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.” God give 
you grace enough, and humility 
enough to enable you to accept 


‘the simple truth that you may not 


be “ashamed of the gospel of 
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The Editor Answers 
Young People's 
; Questions 


Does God have a set schedule 
for us? Is every minute of our 
lives planned? 


I believe that a Christian can 
have clear leading by the Holy 
Spirit when that is necessary 
and helpful. But I believe that 
there are many matters that a 
Christian ought to have settled by 
the teachings of the Word of God, 
For example, if I prayed about it 
and “felt” that it was all right 
to go to a dance. it would still 
be wrong to go to a dance. But one 
who is not willing to have a thing 
like that settled on certain solid 
scriptural principles of righteouse 
ness, would likely be misled. Why 
should the Holy Spirit lead peo- 
ple about things when they will 
not be influenced by what the 
Holy Spirit has already written 
down in the Bible? 

I believe that God might lead 
me to turn down an invitation to 
a dinner, but if He did so, my dee 
cision would be based upon somé 
matter of right and wrong. I might 
have something else that I ought 
to do and so perhaps I ought not 
to accept a dinner date. Or I might 
know there some who are going to 
be a bad influence for me and that 
I ought not to go. But I think that 
God expects us to have our whole 
mind consecrated so we may us@ 
our mind for God and not go only 
by feelings and emotions and call 
them —‘lJeadings”from the Holy 
Spirit. 

Many people take a carnal pride 
in trying to be so “spiritual” and 
to make an impression on every 
one that Christ leads about every- 
thing. But the Bible clearly 
teaches that where things can be 
settled from the Bible and on 
scriptural principles, they ought to 
be settled that way. For example, 
I ought not ever to need to pray 
about cursing or drinking or danc- 
ing or lewd picture shows, but one 
can get settled what is Christian 
duty in such matters. 

Overemphasis on feeling leads to 
spiritual pride and leads to mis- 
take in doctrine. | 


Is becoming angry a sin? 


Usually, yes. Ephesians 4:30-32 
says, “And grieve not the holy 
Spirit of God, whereby ye aré 
sealed unto the day of redemption. 
Let all bitterness, and wrath, and 
anger, and clamour, and evil 
speaking, be put away from you, 
with aH malice; And be ye kind 
one to another, tenderhearted, fors- 
riving one another, @éven as God 
for Christ’s sake hath forgiven 
you.” So you see that wrath, an- 
ger, clamour, evil-speaking and 
malice are all to be put away by @ 
Christian. The Christian can be ins 
dignant about sin, but certainly 
must not lose his temper, must not 
be bitter, must not have malice or 
anger in the usual sense. 

4 oe Bo 

With doubt and dismay you aré 
smitten, 

You think there’s no chance for 
you, son? 

Why, the best books haven't been 
written, 

The best race hasn’t been run, 

The best score hasn’t been madé 
yet, 

The best song hasn’t been sung; 

The best tune hasn’t been played 
yet; 

Cheer up, for the world is young?! 


No chance? Why, the world és 
just eager 

For things that you ought to 
create; 

Its store of true wealth is still 
meager, 

Its needs are incessant and great; 

Don’t worry and fret, faint hearte- 
ed, 

The chances have just begun; 

For the best jobs haven’t been 
started, 

The best work hasn’t been done, 

— Berton Braley. 


Christ; for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that 
believeth.” 

— THE END — 
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Friday, September 30, 1955 


Tell It to Jesus’ 


| By the late Dr. Walter A. Maier 
on Nation-wide Lutheran Hour Broadcast 


——— 


“His disciples ... went and told Jesus.”’—Matt. 14:12. 


A few days ago scientists 
searching a cave between Jeru- 
salem and Bethlehem made a 
startling discovery. They came a- 
cross a place where early Chris- 
tians had laid their dead to rest, 
and on the burial urns they found, 
clear and unmistakable, the “name 
which is above every name’—Je- 
sus. This earliest mention of the 
saviour outside the Bible dates 
from only about thirty-five years 
after our Lord’s death. We wonder 


‘what those blasphemous enemies 


of the Gospel will say who, against 
history, against reason, against 
commonsense, deny that Christ 
ever lived or who classify Him— 
@nd a minister at the Illinois 
School trial did this—as a myth 
with Santa Claus. 


Even more, these _ scientists 
brought to light a written record, 
which they hold, may be an account 
of the crucifixion written by an 
eyewitness at Calvary. What will 
unbelieving, Bible-ridiculing  col- 
lege professors here and abroad 
Say if this cave yields. historical 
information completely discredit- 
ing their claim that the crucifixion 
and the cross are fairy tales? 


Those who love Jesus, of course, 
meed no new discoveries in ancient 
eaves to confirm their assurance. 
They say with Saint Paul, “I know 
whom I have believed,’ and they 
rest their trust not on men’s word, 
but on the Holy Spirit’s testimony 
in their Bibles. Nevertheless, these 
encient burial urns with the 
Lord’s name have a_ personal 
meaning and message for all who 
are Christ’s. They should under- 
Stand that these early believers 
buried in that cave looked stead- 
fastly to the Son of God; and in 
the hour of death, when human 
hopes collapse and souls tremble 
on the brink of eternity,. they 
found courage in their Saviour, 
fortitude in their faith, and radi- 
ant victory in their Redeemer. To 
them the cross on which He died 
to defeat the grave was the cen- 
tral, supreme truth of their life, 
as of their death. 

Those burial inscriptions were 
written immediately before the 
siege and capture of Jerusalem, 


which in its horror overshadows 
even many of the last war’s atroci- 
ties. In the uncertainties of our 
age, too, men and women over 
the whole world should turn, as 
these first-century Christians near 
Jerusalem did, to their blessed Re- 
deemer. As the brightness of His 
glorious Gospel dispelled the dark- 
ness of that early tomb, so, to- 
day, with nineteen centuries to 
prove His power and love, we 
should cling to Him for refuge and 
Shelter, strength and power, joy 
and;}.happiness, pardon and peace, 
especially for the resurrection and 
the life eternal. Every day we 
should confide in Him, share our 
joys and sorrows with Him, con- 
stantly speak to Him about our 
burdens and cares. Therefore our 
appeal today asks all of you, par- 
ticularly those to whom these 
times have brought. heavy heart- 
aches: 


TELL IT TO JESUS! 


Bring your pains and problems 
to the Saviour! Follow the exam- 
ple -recorded in our text (Saint 
Matthew, chapter fourteen, verse 
twelve): “His disciples ... went 
and told Jesus.” 


I. The Murder of John 
the Baptist 


The Scripture deals with the 
death of John the Baptist. Our 
Lord Himself said that no human 
being was greater than John; and 
must we not trace much of that 
pre-eminence to the fact that he 
had a godly father, a priest at 


the Jerusalem Temple, and a pray-: 


ing mother? One of the definite 
reasons boys and girls go wrong 
is that their own parents, foo pre- 
occupied, rarely plead for them 
and never earnestly instruct them 
in the saving truth. Fathers and 
mothers of America, if you want 
your children to be blessed as 
John the Baptist was, take them 
to Christ, instruct them in Christ, 
keep them with Christ! 

John, whom God called as mes- 
senger to go before the Saviour, 
brings a challenge not only to 


Just before the present school 
year opened, we had a letter from 
a Bob Jones University girl from 
which I quote: “This is to advise 
you that I expect to arrive at 
school on Monday, September 5. 
That time cannot come too soon 
for me. I am very eager to return 
to school for my second year. I do 
thank the Lord for having had the 
benefit of a year’s training at Bob 
Jones University because it en- 
abled me to have a part in win- 
ning a young friend to the Lord 
Jesus Christ this summer.” 

This quotation from this stu- 
dent’s letter will give our friends 
an idea of the soul-winning, evan- 
gelical, spiritual emphasis of Bob 
Jones University. A large percent- 
age of the evangelists in this coun- 
try got their training here. A 
large number of soul-winning pas- 
tors were also trained here. The 
greatest soul-winning missionaries 
I have seen in my world travels 
were graduates of Bob Jones Uni- 
We believe that any 
Christian institution, whether it 
be a church or a school, that does 
not emphasize soul-winning will 
sooner or later cease to be Chris- 
tian. There are some institutions 
that educate young people away 
from the soul-winning emphasis to 
a mind-worshipping emphasis, Bob 
Jones University believes in high 
scholastic standards, business ef- 
ficiency, and all other good prac- 
tical things; but the first emphasis 
is on Jesus Christ and winning 
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the lost to Him. Now, if you are 
interested in that kind of program, 
we will appreciate very much your 
financial co-operation, which we 
greatly need at this time. Remem- 
ber, we have an expansion build- 
ing program for the next two or 
three years that is going to cost us 
almost $2,000,000. We must keep 
up our missionary work, and we 
still need money to help students 
who are not able to pay all of 
their expenses. Remember that 
one-half of any amount that you 
send— unless it is designated for 
a specific purpose—will be used 
for the building program, and one- 
fourth will be used for missionary 
work, and one-fourth will be used 
for the Student Loan Endowment 
Fund. We want to thank all of you 
who have helped us financially, 
and we want to thank all of you 
Christians who are praying for us. 
Please don’t forget to pray daily 
anc. earnestly for Bob Jones Uni- 
versity. Pray for my son, Bob, Jr.; 
the president of the University. 
Pray for the faithful executives 
who are associated with him. God 
helping us, we are all going to be 
true to the purposes for which 
God called Bob Jones University 
into existence. Please let us hear 
from you. Thank you and God 
bless you. 


BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, S. C. 


(Advertisement) 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Dr. Walter A. Maier 


our homes, but also to our church- 
es. He was the model minister, and 
the New Testament bears witness 
that he worked not for money, 
since he spurned soft, expensive 
clothing in favor of cheap, coarse 
camel hair. He never preached for 
public favor, and no prophet of 
God had the courage to denounce 
sin more unsparingly than he. 
John served His Lord not for 
personal comfort, since he lived 
in the crackling dryness of the 
desert; and he ate not roasts and 
steaks and chops, but locusts 
(grasshoppers) and wild honey. He 
testified not for personal pub- 
licity; rather, pointing to Jesus, 


this wilderness voice announced, |° 


“He must increase, but I must de- 
crease.” 

God give us ministers today who 
will not push Christ aside, be- 
little Him, contradict Him, as they 
stress their own  anti-scriptural 
opinions, leave no room for the 
Saviour, who warns, “Without me 
ye can do nothing”! If our church- 
es are to meet the postwar emer- 
gencies—and if the churches do 
not, who will?—we need twentieth- 
eentury John the Baptists with his 
one central, repeated theme, “Be- 
hold the Lamb of God, which. tak- 
eth away the sin of the world!’ 


John, murdered for loyalty to 
his Lord, was the first preacher 
to pay for his faith with his life, 
but not the last. Be sure of this: 
the bloody hatred of Jesus and His 
followers will continue and_ in- 
crease! Don’t say, “There is no 
danger of that in free America”! 
As Christ Himself has predictéd, 
these after-the-war years can 
bring systematic persecution. 


Note the three criminals involv- 
ed in John’s murder: First, a 
godless mother, Herodias, whom 
he had publicly rebuked for her 
unholy relations with Herod. It 
is bad enough when an ordinary 
man or woman trangresses the di- 
vine Law, but when those in po- 
sition and authority overstep the 
Almighty’s bounds, it is infinitely 
worse, since their sins encourage 
others to follow. May we always 
have full-blooded, red-blooded men 
in our pulpits who similarly will 
not hesitate to thunder out Hea- 
ven’s wrath on high, as well as 
low, and warn against the evil 
of divorce, even in wealthy, promi- 
nent families! 

The second person in this drama 
of death is her daughter, Salome. 
She used her charms to entice 
men. Now, when America must 
decide whether it will go upward 
with God or downward with out 
Him,, women have the particularly 
vital duty of supporting the good 
and clean things of life. If you 
Christian mothers and daughters 
fail us, one of the strongest props 
of purity, decency, and national 
blessing is broken. 


The third character in this cap- 


ital crime is the ruthless ruler, 
Herod. Like Pontius Pilate, he 
violated his own conscience in con- 
demning an innocent prisoner to 
death. To satisfy the whims of a 
wanton woman, he committed 
murder. How the war has revealed 
widespread sin in the private lives 
of Nazi and other European lead- 
ers, who maintained adulterous re- 
lations and practiced perversions, 
yet sought to control their fellow 
men! God preserve American of- 
ficals from such immorality! If 
a man cannot rule his own pas- 
sions and keep within bounds in 
marriage, how can he hope suc- 
cessfully to direct the affairs of 
others? 

The background in this tragedy 
is a special celebration, a wild 


affair, with liquor flowing freely, 


ee — 


Sometimes 


| Sometimes the lions’ mouths are 


shut; 
Sometimes God bids us fight or 
fly; 
Sometimes He feeds us by the 
brook; 
Sometimes the flowing stream 
runs dry. 


Sometimes the burning flames are 


quenched; 
Sometimes with sevenfold heat 
they glow; 
Sometimes His hand divides the 
waves: 


Sometimes His billows overflow. 


Sometimes He turns the sword 
aside; 
Sometimes He lets the sharp 
blade smite; 
Sometimes our foes are at our 
heels, 
Sometimes He hides us from 
their sight. 


We may not choose, nor would we 


dare, 
The path in which our feet shall 
tread; 
Fnough that He that path hath 
made, 
And He Himself shall walk 
ahead. 


The danger that His love allows 

Is safer than our fears may 
know: 

The peril that His care permits 

Is our defense where’er we go. 


—Annie J ohnson Flint 


aA. 44 Ae AA di di he hi he hn hi Mi di hi he he he he hd 


hee 
Herod’s own birthday banquet, the | & 


lavish, sensual feast which Orien- 
tal princes loved. Before we cen- 
sure that. pretty Palestinian ruler, 
however, we ought to remember 
that the Almighty is similarly in- 
sulted today throughout our na- 
tion with riotous revelry on birth- 
days, which should be devoted to 


praising the Creator for hfe, pres-| : 


ervation, and blessing, but which 
too often become drunken orgies. 
If you know how the Lord has 
protected you in the past and real- 
ize that every anniversary recall- 
ing the day on which you were 
born brings you closer to eternity, 
thank Him with double graditude 
on your birthday before it is too 
late and the time of repentance is 
gone forever! 

The climax feature of this roy- 
al celebration was Salome’s lewed 
dance before Herod. Today like- 
wise the sensual dance is often 
the cause of many deep-scarred 
sorrows; yet when the churches 
warn against its danger, they are 
branded old-fashioned, narrow, 
puritanical. Are they? Social ex- 
perts, prison authorities, matrons 
of homes for fallen girls, will tell 
you that the dance often starts 
young women on the downward 
path. I charge, with official evid- 
ence to support this, that many 
public dance halls, night clubs, 
taverns, where young people who 
ought to be home in bed dance 
away midnight after midnight, 
have diabolically often helped ruin 
souls. 


Salome’s dance cost John the 
Baptist his life. When Herod, en- 
chanted by her performance, of- 
fered her anything, up to half of 
his kingdom, she went to her moth- 
er for advice.. Now, every par- 
ent has the sacred responsibility of 
leading a child aright. What a dev- 
il-in-the-flesh Herodias must have 
been for maneuvering her own 
child into murder! 


Are you mothers following her 
by leading your daughters into sin, 
as you coax them into plans which 
dishonor the Lord, decrease their 
faith, destroy their purity? Salome 
was told to take Herod at his 
word, to demand of him not half 
of the kingdom, but something of 
far greater value to a revenge- 
mad woman, John the Baptist’s 
head; and the king, royal wretch 
that he was, gave in. The wild- 
erness prophet, the forerunner of 
Christ Himself, the long-predicted 
herald of the Saviour, the preach- 
er without human parallel, was be- 
headed. Closed by his murder were 
the eyes Which had lovingly look- 
ed toward Jesus as the Son of the 
Highest and the Redeemer of the 
race; silenced the lips which had 
exalted Christ as the = atoning 
Lamb of God; deafened in death 
the ears which had heard the 


(Continued on page 6) 


Judge in ‘Monkey 
Trial’ Still 
Surprised 


Amazed at the world-wide pub« 
licity provoked by a decision he 
made 30 years ago—July 20, 1925 
—former Judge John Raulston still 
thinks the matter was not over-~ 
publicized. Now 86, Rauliston lives 
in South Pittsburg, Tenn., having 
been forced by a nervous break- 
down and a broken hip to retire 
from his law practice five years 
ago. 

The now. famous Scopes evolu- 
tion trial was not a question of 
religion but of law—a motion to 
quash an indictment. It was a test 
case of Tennessee’s law prohibit- 
ing the teaching of evolution. 
Raulston’s verdict upheld. the law 
and the indictment of John Scopes 
for his teaching. The two :famous 
opposing lawyers were William 
Jennings Bryan, for the state, and 
Clarence Darrow, for the defense. 
Raulston and Bryan, both: Chris- 
tians, became close friends as a 
result of the trial. 

Evangelical Press attempted to 
contact John T. Scopes—the only 
other living principal in the trial— 
who’ now lives in Louisiana but 
was advised that he had “No com- 
ment.” 

The Scopes trial and its attend. 
ing publicity is considered by many 
to have “marked the turning point 
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in the effort to check the swelling 
tide of materialistic and agnostic 
philosophy which had made such 
marked progress toward engulfing 
the young men and women in 
American educational institutions, 
eliminating from due considera- 
tion any acknowledgment oar 
thought of a divine Creator an@ 
ignoring any revelation from Him.” 

For ten days the battle raged. 
More words were cabled. across 
the ocean to Europe and Australia 
concerning this trial than had been 
sent in. regard to any other hap- 
pening in the United States. The 
American press in all sections of 
the country devoted page atiei 
page to vivid accounts of it. 

Concerning the great publicity 
which was given the trial, Wiliam 
Jennings Bryan said: “It isn’t be» 
cause the trial is held in Dayton. 
It isn’t because a school teacher 
has been subjected to the danger 
of a fine of from $100 to $500. 
Causes stir the world, and this 
cause has stirred the world. It is 
because it goes deep. It is because- 
it extends wide and because it 
reaches into the future beyond *he 
power of man to see.” 

The present William Jennings 
Bryan. University, in Dayton, 
Tenn,, opened its doors for fresh- 
man students on September 18th, 
1930, approximately five years 
after the renowned anti-evolution 
trial. The inaugural ceremony wa 
held in the courtroom in which 
Bryan assisted in the prosecutiog> 
of Scopes. 

After all these years, it still 
hurts the judge that Darrow ob- _ 
jected to his opening of court with 
prayer. “The Legislature did it 
and so did the State Supreme 
Court,” Raulston recalls, “so 
overruled Darrow and continued 
the custom of calling on a ministex 
to open proceedings.” 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, September 80, 1953- 


Put the Sword to Work 


By Viola Walden 
Secretary to the Editor 


There are so many ways by 
which you can get THE SWORD OF 
THE LorD to work for you. Some 
pastors have called it their “as- 
sistant pastor’ because they have 
discovered what a benefit and 
blessing this paper can be when 
they take advantage of the work it 
will do in their churches and com- 
munity. Many pastors have sub- 
scribed for their entire church 
membership. Other ministers have 
other ways that they use the paper 
in helping propagate the Gospel 
on their fields. 


Subseribe for New Converts 


A letter received during Letter 
Month from a housewife in Penn- 
sylvania, Mrs. Doris Maberry, ex- 
plains how one pastor had been 
using THE SworpD to help him: 


“T’ve wanted to write to you 
for quite some time now to tell 
you how much I enjoy. reading 
my copy of THE Sworp. I eager- 
ly await each new edition as I 
have learned so much about the 
wonderful Bible and understand 
it more clearly now. When my 
husband and I opened our hearts 
to Christ about two years ago 
we received a subscription to 
The Sword from our pastor and 
have been grateful ever since 
and have renewed. the subscrip- 
tion ourselves and intend to 
keep receiving this wonderful 
paper. 

“Since receiving Christ as our 
Saviour my husband and I have 
become full-time Christians and 
very active in our church as 
Sunday School teachers. My 
husband was. elected to. the 
board of trustees and he also 
drives the bus on Sunday to 
pick up the rural children for 
Sunday School. We also have 
weekly prayer meetings in our 
home. We are such a happy 
family now that we know the 
Lord and though we've had very 
hard times recently . . . we just 
eannot feel discouraged. Our 
faith in the Heavenly Father 
gives us strength and hope and 
courage. 

“* . . Keep up the good work 
with THE SworD OF THE LORD 
and may God bless you all.” 


Here was a wise pastor who 
subscribed to THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp for his converts and found 
that it paid big, rich dividends in 
the spiritual life and growth of 
these babes in Christ. Note that 
the couple have only been saved 
two years, yet through the influ- 
ence of THE Sworp and undoubt- 
edly the strong faithful preaching 
of their pastor, already they are 
Sunday School teachers, church 
trustee, church bus driver, have 
weekly prayer meetings in their 
home, and endeavor to serve 
Christ with all of their hearts in 
everything they set out to do. I 
know that every pastor reading 
these lines would be happy to see 
his converts grow in grace so 
rapidly. THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
would be a big help in seeing this 
kind of results. How many young 
Christians it has grounded in the 
faith, caused to get a soul-winning 
vision, and has developed the char- 
acter and personality of a success- 
ful, prosperous disciple. 


It might be the wise thing for 
pastors or church officials who 
are reading these lines to bring 
the matter up at your next board 
meeting and consider the possibil- 
ity of giving a complimentary sub- 
scription to THE SWorD OF THE 
Lorp to évery new convert. It 
would pay dividends many, many 
times over the original invest- 
ment. And, like the -couple in 
Pennsylvania, no doubt the new 
converts would renew their own 


you'll miss if you 


don’t read the 
ADS! 


subscriptions when it expired, hav- 
ing learned the blessing and bene- 
fit that the paper brings. 


Sunday School Class Paper 


A pastor in Michigan wrote us 
an interesting letter about a 
month ago telling how he put THE 
SwWorRD OF THE LORD to work for 
him. Or perhaps I should say, how 
a faithful layman in the church 
put THE SworpD to work for the 
church. His letter said: ea 

“I enjoy reading THE SWworpD 

OF THE LorpD and file and use 

much material from them, I 

have some enthusiasts of your 

paper as members of my church 
and they are a blessing to me. 

Mr. C. J. Everett has subscribed 

to the paper for me and makes 

it the Sunday School paper for 
his adult class. I believe he 
passes them out to every mem- 
ber of his large class every 

Sunday at his expense.” 

This, too, is an exceptionally 
fine idea. In this day of compro- 
mise, modernism, men-pleasers and 
ear-ticklers, it is difficult to find 
a paper suitable for distribution 
among adults as a Sunday School 
class paper. THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD is ideal! It is ideal because 
it is published weekly and copies 
are available so that every Sun- 
day you would have a paper to 
distribute, not just once a month. 
It is ideal also because it is so 
completely filled with good, help- 
ful, blessed truths that will in- 
fluence for good the lives of any 
member of any class. It is ideal 
also because it fits every class 
member no matter his spiritual 
position. It is good for the back- 
Slidden, it is good for the lost 
class member, it is good for the 
Christian who is spiritually mind- 
ed and needs added help in his 
soul-winning endeavors. Yes, THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD would fit the 
nature of every case and it is such 
a wonderful suggestion that adult 
class leaders, and leaders of other 
classes, especially young people, 
would do well to heed it. 

To all churches who would be 
interested in using THE SworpD oF 
THE LORD as a Sunday School class 
paper, we can let you have them 
in groups for $1.50 per subscrip- 
tion, for the whole adult or young 
peoples class or department, We 
can have these papers sent to each 
individual in the class or we can 
send them in one bundle to one 
address, whichever is preferred. 

It might be well to mention 
that other groups who would like 
subscriptions may have them at 
the special rate of $1.50 per sub- 
scription when ordered in groups 
of twenty-five or more. This would 
apply to jails, hospitals, youth 
groups, Sunday School classes, 
churches, and other such organi- 
zations. This reduced rate is not 
effective for single subscriptions, 
of course. 

Why not put THE Sworp OF THE 
Lord to work for you in your 
church and community immedi- 
ately? Send subscriptions to The 
Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, I- 
linois. Use the coupon below for 
convenience, if you will agree to 
send 25 or more subscriptions 
by: January 1. , 


Cin Insult te 
The Working Man 


Is organized labor’s concern over 
possible passage of right-to-work 
laws an admission of its own fail- 
ures? 

The fact that only some 16,000,- 
000 of the nation’s 64,000,000 
working people are union members 
suggests that the majority are not 
convinced that union membership 
is a bargain. Now the _ leaders’ 
complaint that, without compul- 
sory membership, the union move- 
ment will be sabotaged appears to 
be an admission that, even among 
the 16,000,000 union members, 
there are many who would not be 
there except that the law permits 
contracts which say they must. 

Labor leaders insist that unless 
union membership is compulsory 
many workers will seize the oppor- 
tunity to enjoy the fruits of collec- 
tive bargaining without carrying 
any of the burden. Which seems to 
be a way of saying that, in the 
opinion of their leaders, union 
members are a bunch of cheap 
freeloaders who wouldn’t pay for 
anything they could steal. 

A good many other organiza- 
tions could tell the union chiefs 
that this view is unjustified. 

Working people provide a large 
part of the support of churches, 
lodges, veterans organizations—to 
name only a few—without compul- 
sion of any kind except that which 
comes from within them. 

—Nation’s Business. 


Why Deceive? 


A booklet on ‘Divine Healing,” 
by Dr. Arthur C. Hill, M. D., pub- 
lished by the Radio Gospel Fellow- 
ship of Denver, Colorado, gives 
some illuminating facts as to the 
results of careful checking of re- 
ports of miraculous healings in 
some of the healing magazines 
over a long period of time. 

Dr. Hill is a competent and 
widely-known Christian physician 
and surgeon who believes that God 
heals in line with the teachings 
of His Word and when it is for 
His will and glory, but deplores 
some of the methods being used 
by certain professional “divine” 
healers who attribute certain re- 
sults to the Holy Spirit—and even 
distort the facts. 

For instance, the doctor tells of 
a healing evangelist who came to 
him for a check-up. Suitable medi- 
cation was prescribed and used, and 
a different program of living was 
adopted. There was regular im- 
provement. The doctor relates, 
however, his disappointment some 
weeks later when he chanced to 
read a circular letter being sent 
out by this man, telling of his own 
remarkable and miraculous cure. 
His disappointment was deepened 
when, the very next day, the 
healer returned for more medica- 
tion and received it. 

Telling of his effort to run down 
a sensational report of healing in 
an internationally-circulated mag- 
azine of healing recently, the doc- 
tor tells of a statement alleged- 
ly given concerning the patient’s 
terrible condition by the ‘“presi- 
dent of a medical society of over 
20,000 physicians.” Says Dr. Hill: 

“After much writing of letters, 
it was discovered that this man 
had for a long time run a small 
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John R. Rice, Editor, The Sword of the Lord 
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Dear Brother Rice: 


Yes, I will be your partner and will not leave you alone with the 
burden of getting out THE Sworp oF THE LorpD. Please count on me in 
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DR. BILL PIPER of 122 Brad- 
ley Boulevard, Greenville, South 
Carolina, held an area-wide Cru- 
sade for Christ tent méeting in 
Jamestown, New York, August 14 
through 28. Rev. R. E. Hails, pas- 
tor of the Chandler Street Baptist 
Church of Jamestown, chairman of 
the crusade, reports that an un- 
usual time of blessing was had 
with 165 claiming Christ as Sav- 
iour. In addition there were many, 
many rededications and many sur- 
rendered for full-time service. The 
meeting was held in a tent seat- 
ing about 1,500. Rev. Ralph Mc- 
Gilvra was song leader. 


Rey. Claude A. Parkhill, pastor 
of the Pico Union Church in Pico, 
California, reports a good meeting 
with EVANGELIST .EDDIE 
WAGNER of 7 Quillen Avenue, 
Route 1, North Little Rock, 
Arkansas. The meeting was’ held 
August 21 through 28 and during 
the revival there were 31 who re- 
ceived Christ as’ Saviour, 8 were 
helped to 6n assurance of salva- 
tion, 21 young people dedicated 
their lives to full-time service, and 
15 families began family altars. 
Pastor Parkhill reports that the 
blessing of the revival still con- 
tinues, 

K * 

We have two reports of good 
meetings held by EVANGELIST 
JIMMY O’QUINN of P. O. Box 
1757, Texarkana, Texas, August 8 
through 21 he held a joint revival 
with two Baptist churches in the 
football stadium at New London, 
Texas. During that meeting there 
were 31 additions to the two 
churches, 24 coming for baptism 
and 7 by letter. Also, there were 
29 who pledged to start family al- 
tars; 10 who pledged to begin tith- 
ing, and 6 volunteered for special 
service for the Lord. Pastor Ray 
F’. Williams, one of the co-operat- 
ing pastors, recommends Brother 
O’Quinn as a forceful preacher, a 
good personal worker, and ex- 
tremely co-operative evangelist 
who seeks to build a_ stronger, 
spiritual church. From August 24 
through September 4, Evangelist 
O’Quinn was in the Friendship 
Baptist Church, Groves, Texas, for 
a youth-led revival. During the re- 
vival there were 12 who joined the 
church for baptism, 8 came by 
letter, 20 family altars were es- 
tablished, and 38 rededicated them- 
selves to the Lord. J. Harold Lin- 
denmayer is pastor of the church. 

* . ok Bo 


EVANGELIST FREDDIE 
GAGE, Box 74, B. U. Station, 
Waco, Texas, and Jimmie Snelen, 
song leader, led the Trinity Bap- 
tist Church of Oklahoma City in 
an eight-day revival, August 21 


hospital of his own in one of the 
southern states, but had no medi- 
cal degree of his own. He was 
almost unknown, even in his own 
district. He was not the president 
of any medical association.” 

This sensational story put forth 
by a man who is by multi- 
tudes as one of the greatest heal- 
ers of the day, like scores of others 
checked by Dr. Hill, was found to 
be without baisis of fact. 

Prophecy Monthly 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


through. 28, During the revival 
there were 25 professions of faith 
and 31 additions by letter. There 
were 4 who surrendered their 
lives for special service. Also there 
were many young people who 
made definite commitments for 
separated Christian living. Robert 
S. Seales is pastor of the church. 
* BS % 


EVANGELIST BOB MANDER- 
SON, Bethany Acres, Inc., Falls- 
ton, Maryland, recently closed a 
meeting in the First Baptist 
Church, Elkton, Maryland, where 
Rev. Howard Van Sice is pastor. 
The pastor reports that there were 
7 conversions, a large number of 
rededications, and 8 additions to 
the church. He recommends Evan- 
gelist Manderson as an earnest 
evangelist who preaches the Word 
faithfully and fervently and shows 
a loving concern for souls. 

* * * 


EVANGELIST FRED R. RIT- 
CHARDSON, JR., P. O. Box 11, 
Nappanee, Indiana, has recently 
been in a good revival campaign 
at Redmon, Illinois. Ten Christian 
businessmen set up an open air 
revival campaign. Gospel. singer 
Ellis Zehr was in charge of the 
music, assisted by Mrs. Ritchard- 
son. Report comes of 28 saved, in- 
cluding a good number of older 
people. 

The men were happy over this 
adventure of faith held July 17-31. 
The men are happy over Chris- 
tians, including a number of min- 
isters, who found victory and about 
many people who pledged them- 
selves to stand out and out for 
God against worldliness and mod- 
ernism. 


Suppose you had to “run” for 
church membership as a candi- 
date “runs” for political office. 
Would you win, or lose? 

Suppose the membership were 
good for one year only, and that 
re-election depended upon. the 
good you had done in the church 
during the time. Would you be 
re-elected, or not? 

Suppose there were a long list 
of those waiting to get in. Would 
you be more alive to your duties 
as a Christian? 

Suppose you were called on to 
explain just why your church 
should keep your name on the roll. 
Have you ae record of _help- 
ful service to offer in your de- 
fense? 

Suppose every member in the 
church did as much for the church 
as you are doing. Would more 
seats be needed, or would the 
doors be shut? 

Suppose your church had this 
set of rules: All dues must 
be paid in advance. Regular at- 
tendance at services is required, 
sickness being the only accep- 
table excuse. Each member is re- 
quired to serve in some recognized 
church work such as_ Sunday 
School teacher, active member of 
some organization, or friendly 
visitor. How long would you quali- 
fy ?—Copied 
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He Harnessed 
His Hobby 


By Norman Rohrer 


It was hard for Clarence Moore to believe that 
God wanted to use his hobby rather than his 
preaching ability in winning souls. 


Every kid’s got a good hobby or 
a bad habit,” said jovial radioman 
Clarence Moore of Elkhart, Indi- 
ana, as he laid down his screw 
driver. He winked and added, “A 
hobby’s what you do the most of 
for the least amount of energy. 
There’s no stopping you, if you 
really like your work.” 

Moore has a good hobby. It’s 
radio. His consecrated genius has 
built or supervised three-fourths 
of the world’s missionary radio 
stations. 


“It was hard to leave the pul- 
pit,” he says, referring to the days 
when he pastored a chureh in 
Michigan, “to serve unnoticed with 
a screw driver and a hammer. 
But now, when I go to chureh and 
sit in the pew with my family, I 
think of the millions of people who 
are hearing the Gospel in their 
own language from radio stations 
we helped set up.” 

The first project of this tube- 
juggling inventor after consecra- 
ting his hobby, was settling the 
problems of HCJB, the world’s 
first non-profit missionary broad- 
casting station, high in the Andes 
Mountains of Quito, Ecuador. 
Equipment had been poor, sparks 
danced and snapped on the anten- 
na wires at the high altitude of the 
Andes, and the planners were. a- 
bout to throw in the blueprints 
when Moore stepped on the scene. 
He abandoned the faulty mach- 
inery, invented the “quad” anten- 
na to eliminate sparks and voltage 
difficulties at that height, and sav- 
ed the station acres of land and 
thousands of dollars. A_ special 
“beam” antenna as raised also 
which boosted the power to an ef- 
fective 100,000 watts. The trans- 
mitter he built in a back room of 
R. G. LeTourneau’s tractor plant 
in Peoria, Illinois. 

But that’s just one chapter of 
the amazing career of a Christian 
minister who put his hobby to 
work for God. 

It’s not at all what his schooling 
prepared him to do. He expected 
to get a doctor’s degree in clinical 
psychology. Radio was just a pas- 
time pleasure, a sort of anchor 
during emotional stress of seven 
hard years of study. Ever since 
the age of fourteen he has experi- 
mented with radio equipment, fol- 
lowed the technical journals, and 
kept informed on the latest in- 
ventions. 

He earned two degrees and a 
music diploma from Marion Col- 
lege, Indiana, took extension work 
at Purdue and Indiana Universi- 
ties, enrolled for graduate courses 
in psychology at Notre Dame, and 
summer work at Western Reserve, 


Kalamazoo, taught high school in|: 


Michigan and Indiana, holding the 
highest lifetime license for teach- 
ing in both these states, and pas- 
tored the United Missionary 
Chureh in Bronson, Michigan. 


He was a teacher because he 


wanted to follow the splendid ex- 


ample of a devoted Christian 
schoolmaster, Ella Sando, who 
first instructed him in Pottsdam, 
Ohio. He planned to enter the 


field of psychology because he was 
interested in people, and was a 
minister because he felt the call of 
God to win the lost. 


A fellow clergyman asked him 
one day, “Moore, how can you 
read all the books you do and go 
to sleep at night?” 

“Oh,” Moore replied, “that’s 
where my radio comes in. I hook 
up a few wires before going to 
bed, say ‘Hello’ to somebody, then 
Sleep like a log.” 

But the transmitter in the back 
room began to bother him. 

“Is it worth anything to the 
Lord?” he wondered. To ease his 
troubled mind he offered to sell 
the transmitter for the price of 
the tubes. There were no inquiries, 
so he considered the issue settled 
and went on preaching and having 
fun with his set, 

Several days passed after the a- 
bove incident. Then one Sunday 
afternoon he listened to a mission- 
ary say over Chicago station 
WMBI that he and his associates 
were having difficulties in a new 
Station high in the Andes Moun- 
tains in Ecuador. 

“The voltage is inconsistent,” 
said the speaker. “It’s either too 
high or low at that altitude.” 


Moore sprang from his chair. “I 


wish I could give them my trans- 
mitter! I could get rid of those 
troubles for them!” 

That missionary’s appeal stuck 
in his mind. While sitting at his 
study before an open window, 
reading voraciously, studying 
hard, trying to preach well, the 
Lord seemed to say to him, “Do 
you have confidence in yourself?” 

Moore quickly retorted, “Why 
no, Lord. You’ve been so faithful 
through all the past, I have only 
confidence in You.” 

The same thing occurred the fol- 
lowing day, “Do you have con- 
fidence in yourself?” Again it was 
“No, Lord.” 

For the third time he was urged 
to consider his ability, and what 
he was willing to do with it. 

“Well, all right,” Moore pro- 
mised, “from the divine standpoint 
I have no confidence in myself, 
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but from the human viewpoint, 
yes. Whatever I’m being prepared 
to do, I’ll do it!” 

The Christmas church offering 
gave him twenty-five dollars, the 
largest ever, 

“For your new top coat!” his 
wife said delightedly. 

“No,” said Moore, “for a trip 
to Chicago.” 

“What?” 

“Yes, I feel I must go to Chicago 
for something. I don’t know what 
for yet, but I must go.” 

Christmas day was spent at his 
wife’s folks’ home in Elkhart, 
Indiana. At two o’ clock in the 
afternoon, Moore excused himself, 
pushed back his chair, and drove 
his old Packard through snow- 


Left: A Crown tape recorder gets 
final presale inspection by its in- 
ventor. Its a missionary’s delight 
with built-in public address system 
and adaptable to any cycle. : 


Below: The “quad” antenna is 
Moore’s valuable invention to elimi- 
nate voltage difficulties at high alti- 
tudes and to save space. 


drifts to Chicago. 

That night he arrived at the 
home of his Uncle John. 

“Clarence!” his uncle cried, 
‘Just the man I want to see! 
Have you heard about this new 
radio project in Ecuador?” 

Moore had. 

“Well, we’ve got a fellow re- 
building the transmitter, but a 
woman in our church is praying, 
and insists something’s wrong with 
the whole set-up. Trouble is, the 
builder won’t let anyone in to see 
the equipment, and we can’t tell 
what’s going into the set.” 

Together the two men decided 
to give Hamilton’s shop the once- 
over. Uncle John introduced the 
two, and Moore’ immediately 
shouldered past the proprietor and 
got inside the back room. He in- 
spected everything and formed an 
opinion. 

En route home Uncle John ask- 
ed, “What do you think of it?” 
But Moore was reluctant to tell 
him and said nothing. 

“Come on, boy, what’s your 
opinion of the transmitter?” 

“Tt’s a pile o’ junk,” said Moore. 

Quickly Uncle John put in a 
call to Clarence Jones, head of 
the project, who was ministering 
somewhere in New England. It 
took seventeen calls to contact the 
radio crusader near Boston. Jones 
was excited. 

“Put him on a plane and send 
him to Boston immediately,” he 
told Uncle John. “If he’s good as 
you say he is, we'll use him.” 

On the eve of 1938, Clarence 
Moore met Clarence Jones in a 
Boston hotel where Moore had e- 
nough confidence in himself and 
God to say, “Yes, I’ll build that 
station.” He as confident that his 
Lord would supply the needed wis- 
dom for the gigantic undertaking. 

From Michigan, Moore moved 
his family to Peoria, Lllinois, and 
built the new transmitter in a 
back room of R. G. Le Tourneau’s 
plant. | 


“We were supposed to go to 
Ecuador for eighteen. months,” 
says Moore, “but we stayed five 
years. We just made our shoes 
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Hundreds of call numbers from friendly foreign stations are tacked up in Moore’s 


chicken house workshop. 


wear a little longer.” 

Shortly after completing this 
project, Moore flew down to 
Guatemala to help get station 
TGNA on its feet. He used his 
Ecuadorian invention here also 
and worked under the dangers 
that imperiled his life while erec- 
ting two wooden towers. He lost 
twenty-eight pounds in seven 
weeks, but had the joy of seeing 
the fruit of his labor in establish- 
ing another missionary radio sta- 
tion to broadcast the Gospel. 

While on the foreign field, 
Moore saw first-hand the problems 
of missionaries. He saw how often 
they would get discouraged in 
their language study by being 
forced to remain at the base. He 
observed the need for some loud- 
speaker equipment to make a 
voice heard over a large crowd. 

So, with a head full of ideas, 
he returned to the states, clean- 
ed out a chicken house and made 
a workshop just south of Elkhart, 
Indiana. Here he went to work 
building his own CROWN tape re- 
corder with a built-in loudspeak- 
ing system that could be operated 
on a jeep and carted back into 
the jungle. It is adaptable to forty, 
fifty, or sixty cycles, according 
to the country it’s used in. This 
model is able to boom out a voice 
to reach four thousand people with 
four times the undistorted pow- 


er recorders’ previously built. 
These are now in service on every 
continent of the world except 


Australia. 

As consultation and _installa- 
tion director for religions broad- 
casters, Moore encountered so 
many problems of customs 
duties when building foreign radio 
stations that in 1945 he organized 
the International Radio and Elec- 
tronics Corporation. This operates 
on a non-profit basis, distributing 
his machines to missionaries and 
Christian workers everywhere. 

His latest invention is an elec- 
tric-magnetic control for his re- 
corders. Secular buyers got wind of 
the gimmick and rushed to his 
workshop. Moore listened to their 
orders. A single contract offer- 
ed him an order of almost a 
quarter of a million dollars for his 
newly invented recorders for secu- 
lar use. He declined them all. “I 
must let nothing interfere with 
my being on call as a missionary 
radio engineer,” he said. 

He has just bought a passport 
for a trip to the Orient where he'll 
survey locations in five countries 
for new stations, determine the 
kind of power and studios needed, 
then return and build the trans- 
tmitters. Stations in lower South 
America and Europe are in his 
sights, too, as God wills. There 
seems to be no end to his energy 
and ambitions. He is the only 
ordained minister who is a full 
member of the Institute of Radio 
Engineers of the United States of 
America. 

His transmitters, tape recorders, 
and public address systems around 
the world have become his pulpit. 
Millions have heard the Gospel 


When 
BILLY GRAHAM 
Found Christ 


by 
Rev. Edward E. Ham 
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FOR A FRESH APPROACH ... 


you will want to read 
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Packing Pork... 


(Continued from page 1) 


spoken. You are a leading Chris- 
tian in this city, and if you had@ 
ever told me you had something 
precious in your life which I ought 
to have, I would have listened to 
you with respect. But you never 
spoke the word and I cannot be- 
lieve you really cared.” 


An Unlooked-for Question 

With shame Mr. Reynolds con- 
fessed that he had shirked many 
an opportunity to speak for Je~ 
sus Christ. But being much af- 
fected by this conversation he 
said to his friend: “What has 
happened to stir you up in this 
way?” His friend replied that on 
the previous day as he was enter- 
ing the train at Chicago, a man 
came in after him, occupied the 
Same seat, and began a conversa- 
tion somewhat as follows: ‘‘Pleas- 
ant day!’ “Yes,” said the friend. 
“Fine crops!” said the stranger. 
“So I believe,” was the reply. The 
stranger, evidently bent on conver- 
sation said: “We ought to be very 
thankful to the good Lord for all 
His blessings.” “Why, yes, I sup- 
pose we ought,” was the reply. 
Then came the leading question, 
“My friend, are you a Christian?” 
The friend replied “Well, I be- 
lieve the Church is a good thing, 
I would not wish to bring up my 
family in a city that. had no 
churches in it; but really, I have 
never given a serious thought to 
this subject.” Then the still more 
surprising statement from the 
stranger was this: “My friend, I 
would like to pray with vou!” 
“Well,” said the friend, “if we were 
in. a convenient place, I do not 
know as I would have any objec~ 
tions.” “Oh, we will never have 
a better place than this!” said the 
stranger. “And, Reynolds,” con- 
tinued his friend, “before I knew 
it, he pulled my head down be- 
hind the car seat and was praying 
as I never heard a man pray. He 
prayed as if he believed there was 
no possible hope for me _ unless 
I accepted Christ as my Saviour. 
He prayed that God would give 
me no peace until I had repented 
of my sins and my indifference, 
and had turned to»God in- faith. 
I never heard such a prayer, Sud- 
denly the brakeman called out the 
name of a station, and he said, 
“Good-bye, my friend, I: must get 
off here. Remember. Now is the 

(Continued on. page-6) 


because this man has harnessed 
his hobby for the glory of God. 
—THE END— 
(From Light and Life Evangel) 


Wanted... 


.. fifty missionaries for pioneer work in 
French West Africa, construction men, 
doctor, nurses and general workers, Diffi- 
culties of this mission field not to be une 
derestimated. Write for information, 

Sidney Correll 
UNITED WORLD MISSION 
Box § Riverdale Station Dayton 5. Ohie 


Not an attempt to explain Billy 
Graham's whole life and ministry, 
this interesting little book tells 
about the thrilling, Spirit-led cir- 
cumstances which resulted in his 
conversion. This is the story of how 
o group of Christian laymen in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, began 
to pray for revival and what fol- 
lowed this all-day session with God, 


First-hand experiences 
are told by the men who 
lived them! This unusual 
book is not a rewrite. of 
other books and articles, 
but mez material is present- 
ed! The author is a nephew 
of Evangelist Mordecai F. 
Ham, under whose preach- 
ing Billy Graham was 
saved. 


When Billy Graham 
Found Christ sells for 
only 50c. Nice, two- 
color paper cover. Four 
full-page pictures. 48 
pages. 


Buy your copy today from your 
bookdealer or add ic for postage 
and handling charges and order 
from Sword of the Lord. Pub- 
lishers, 214 West Wesley Street, 
Wheaton, Hlinois. 
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accepted time. Now is the day of 
salvation,” and he was almost 
gone before I realized that I did 
not know his name. I rushed af- 
ter him and said: “Sir, will you 
please tell me your name?” He 


replied: “My name is D. L. 
Moody.” 
One Man Who “Cared” 
The friend continued: ‘Mr. 
Reynolds, I have heard of that 
man Moody and his wonderful 
work in Chicago. There is one 


man in the world who cares a- 
bout my soul. He never saw me 
before, and never expected to see 
me again; but he could not miss 
that opportunity to lead me to my 
Saviour. Hundreds of Christians 
would have said that was no place 
to speak to a man about his per- 
sonal religious life; but he want- 
ed no better place. And the mat- 
ter is so upon my heart that I 
have decided to ‘go to Chicago, 
and hunt up that man Moody, 
and settle this matter.” But Wil- 
liam Reynolds was too much of a 
Christian to allow his friend to 
go away alone in that state of 
mind, and before they separated 
that evening he had led his friend 
to give his heart to Christ. Then, 
as he turned homeward, he ex- 
claimed: ‘“O God! forgive me! 
forgive my sin of unconcern about 
the dying men all about me! Here 
I have been counting myself one 
of the leading Christians in this 
city. Yet here is a man who can 
tell me that for fifteen years I 
have known him, and have never 
uttered a word to indicate to him 
any concern about his soul. There 
is something wrong about my 
Christianity! I think I had better 
go to Chicago and get acquainted 
with that man Moody!” And this 
very thing he did. It was the be- 
ginning of an acquaintance that 
transformed William Reynolds’ 
life. 


“Packing Pork to Pay 
| Expenses” 

These two Christian business- 
men talked over the needs of the 
‘Church of Christ, and Mr. Rey- 
nolds went home to begin work 
of positive Christian activity such 
as he had never dreamed tefore 
of attempting for Christ. Some 
years before he died, I met a 
gentleman from Peoria on the 
Pacific coast. I said to him: “I 
suppose you know my friend, Wil- 
liam Reynolds of that city?” He 
replied: “Oh, yes. Every one in 
Peoria knows him.” I referred to 
his great work, as he had gone 
from the leading church to a des- 
titute part of the city and haa 
built tp a strong pecple’s church 
‘rom a mission Sunday School, 
staited in a hall over a_ saloon. 
This gentleman snoke in the high. 
est terms of the extent of blessed 
influence which had radiated from 
that work. Then I asked: “What 
is Mr. Reynolds’ business now?” 
He replied, “Why, have you never 
heard what they say about him in 
Peoria’ They say that William 
Reynolds’ business is to serve the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and he packs 
pork to pay the expenses. 

What God did through William 
Reynolds He can do through you 
—in lesser, or even in greater 
measure—if you will let him. Will 
you give Him a chance? “He that 
hath ears to hear, let him hear.” 
“To him that knoweth to do- good, 
and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” 

— THE END — 


AN IDEAL BIRTHDAY GIFT 


POOOOOOX 
MUAH 
: | | | 1 tl | 

A friend having a birthday? 
That’s the ideal time to send THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. We'll 
send a lovely two-color birthday 


card, announcing your gift. 


Look over your birthday list now 
and see who would enjoy a year of 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD! 
Only $2.50 in the U. S. A., $3.00 
for Canadian or foreign subscrip- 
tions, 


ae 


Soe 


THE ONLY 


APES Wnts Sh RR BAS le 
NAY at . 


®T'M CONVINCED FROM WHAT f 
KNOW OF WORLD. CONDITIONS 
THAT THE ONLY HOPE OF OUR 
DAY IS A RELIGIOUS REVIVAL” 
~ PRES. DWIGHT QR E/SENHOWER 


(Continued from page 3) 


Saviour’s proclamation of the par- 
don He would bring for mankind. 
A dancer clutched the locks of 
John’s blood-stained, blood-drained 
head, raised it from the charger, 
and with her mother sneered sat- 
anically at her gory gift. 


II. Like John’s Disciples, We 

Should “Tell It to Jesus” 

Can you imagine the agony 
which gripped John’s disciples 
when they heard of this horror? 
He had counted many ardent fol- 
lowers and enthusiastic support- 
ers; but now they were left alone, 
their hopes shattered. What could 
they do? Get along without their 
leader? Return defeated to their 
homes? Join in a revolt against 
Herod? Try to consult the de- 
parted preacher’s spirit at some 
secret seance? All this they knew 
would be less than useless. Thank 
God, they also knew the one un- 
failing Source of strength! Our 
own text records, they “went and 
told Jesus.’ 


Thank God, they went to Christ, 
I say, because they showed our 
age the one unfailing Supply of 
true comfort. Literally hundreds 
of millions on the face of the earth 
today, as these disciples, have seen 
their ambitions crash and feel that 
all is wrong with the world. 


How can perils be overcome? 
How can the world find peace and 
happiness? How, if not by follow- 
ing John’s disciples as they “came 
and told Jesus”? Give the nations 
the best possible political leader- 
ship, the guidance of financial ex- 
perts, the most prudent anti-war 
plans of unselfish diplomats, but 
first of all give them the Saviour! 
He, our almighty God—and the 
Christ we preach is nothing less 
than this—can help our greping 
age; for His are all the resources 
of Heaven and earth, the wealth 
of the universe. Besides, He has 
promised to help. His Word .is 
filled with pledges of His divine 
aid, each one sealed with the 
blood He shed on Calvary. He will 
help if only men believe Him, 
come to Him, confess their sins 
to Him, and with trusting prayer 
confide their needs to Him. 

Here is Christ, God’s Son, the 
Sovereign and Saviour of your 
soul. He loves you, no matter how 
others hate you. He gave Him- 
self for you so that you could be 
His in eternity. He took your sins 
upon Himself, permitted His holy 
body to be nailed to the cross, lov- 
ingly paid the price of your trans- 
gressions, endured the torture of 
the damned to rescue you from 
ruin, to free you from Hell, to de- 
liver you from death, and in every 
sorrow to give you strength and 
hope. Oh, come to Him, tell Him 
of the anguish which weighs your 
soul down almost to despair, and, 
gracious God that He is, He will 
hear you and help you.—This is 
the plea for faith and trust we 
would send throughout Europe 
when, God helping us, we. shall 
erect our own Gospel station in 


Tell It to Jesus! 


the heart of that war-racked con- 
tinent to bring the good news of 
salvation in Christ and urge light 
seekers to walk in the footsteps 
of John’s disciples, as, heavy- 
hearted, they “came and told Je- 
sus.” 


III, Everyone of Us Can 
Always Confide in 
Christ 


While I have been speaking to 
you about the woe of the world, 
many of you, I feel certain, have 
a world of woe in your own souls. 
The tremendous events of the day 
do not concern you as much as 
your own personal problems. As 
the followers of John the Baptist 
were distressed over the loss of 
their leader, so you are burdened 
by the loss of health, loss of mon- 
ey, loss of work, loss of business, 
loss of good reputation, loss of 
friendship, loss of a loved one, loss 
of the joy and happiness that once 
were yours. What will you do? 
Listen to new creeds which pro- 
mise you a pot of gold, new pro- 
grams for establishing peace. in 
the family, new proposals offer- 
ing health and wealth? Will you 
be comforted by the diplomat’s 
pledge of full freedom from fear? 
Will you grit your teeth, square 
your shoulders, and rely only on 
yourself, with no thought of the 
Almighty? God keep you from 
that! May the Holy Spirit lead 
you to walk the way these bereav- 
ed disciples of John did, who 
“came and told Jesus”! 


1. Unconverted Need to Come 
to Jesus 


This is an appeal especially to 
you still outside the Church, who 
are almost in the kingdom, but not 
quite, as a Missouri woman, who 
after listening to our_ broadcast, 
writes in the words of Scripture, 
“Almost thou persuadest me.” At 
first even the disciples of John 
had not been sure that Jesus was 
the promised Christ. Some of them 
may have thought their own lead- 
er even greater than Jesus, be- 
cause the crowds thronged to hear 
John, many to be baptized by him; 
even Herod was impressed with 
his straightforward messages. To 
convince them of the truth, the 
wilderness preacher sent them di- 
rectly to Christ with the pointed 
question, “Art thou he that is to 
come, or do we wait for another?” 


So I tell you who have not yet 
stood up publicly for our Lord: 
Don’t make your decision by what 
men say of Jesus! Go to Him di- 
_reetly. in His own clear Word! Too 
many have condemned Christ and 
His creed without giving the Gos- 
pel a chance. But once they pray- 
erfully consider the New Testa- 
ment teachings, they often rec- 
ognize the divine truth, as the 
glorious conversion of great men 
shows. That happened to John’s 
disciples. When they came and 
saw Jesus, beheld the mighty 
works He did before their own 


eyes, saw the sick healed, the blind 
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given sight, the lepers cleansed, 
the hungry fed, the unclean puri- 
fied, the dead resurrected, they be- 
lieved; and when John died, they 
returned to Christ, confiding in 
Him. 

My dear friends who are not yet 
saved, what can I do or say that 
will induce you to come and tell 
Jesus the sorrows of your heart? 
For the sake of your own soul, 
which He said is worth more than 
all the world and which He, the 
Son of God, regarded as so pre- 
cious that He shed His blood on the 
cross to save it eternally—for that 
priceless treasure you ought to be 
ready at least to go to Christ and 
see who He is, what He has done 
for you, how much He can do with 
you. Once you spend sacred hours 
with Jesus, you too may come to 
the highest happiness earth can 
offer. The power of His Holy 
Spirit is as strong today as ever. 

In January I received a letter 
from a listener in Minneapolis who 
made some inquiries concerning 
the Christian faith. I answered 
and also asked one of our pastors 
in that city to visit him. It turn- 
ed out that the writer was a young 
instructor at the University of 
Minnesota: The minister—and we 
appreciate deeply the help which 
servants of God thus give us— 
found him without any religious 
background. In fact, he had never 
been enrolled in a Sunday School, 
never attended church, never dis- 
cussed the Christian religion with 
anyone, never been baptized. Yet 
by the Word of Grace he had 
heard over this broadcast, the Holy 
Spirit created in him the desire to 
know more about the Saviour; and 
following John’s’. disciples, he 
“came and told Jesus.” He now 
tells us to use his conversion in 
testimony to Christ’s truth and 
in invitation, asking others to find 
the joy he now has with his Sav- 
iour. 


As that university instructor 
and the disciples of John took hal- 
lowed time to meet the Son of 
God, study His Word, see His 
works, and then, by the Spirit’s 
guidance and blessing, were in- 
duced to accept Him, so, my fellow 
redeemed, give Jesus a chance to 
be heard, felt, studied in your 
heart! Take time to read your Bi- 


ble! Set aside a few hours to 
meet a messenger of His truth, 
read sound Christian literature, 
attend a church where the Gospel 
is the keynote in the sermon, the 
hymns, the prayers! Then, as the 
Holy Comforter strengthens you, 
you can find in your glorious Re- 
deemer, your Lord, your God, and 
therefore your unfailing Friend, 
the heavenly Helper in every need, 
to whom you can bring your press. 
ing burdens, your questions, your 
doubts, your weaknesses, and find 
His divine answer with its radiant 
comfort. 


2. Tell Jesus About Your Sin 


Are you tortured by the mem- 
ories of searing sin? Are you con- 
science-stricken over a shocking 
transgression which robs your soul 
of peace? Tell it to Jesus! In our 
recent public services—we had 
more than 40,000 in attendance 
on the past two Sundays in 
Chicago and the Twin Cities, and 
sincerely I thank you for your in- 
terest and prayers—we met peo- 
ple who with tears in their eyes 
and agony in their,souls asked, 
“Will Jesus forgive the terrible 
sins in my life?” Your letters re- 
peatedly reveal the same search 
for pardon. To all of you I say: 
“Tell it to Jesus! Kneel in spirit 
before the Saviour to confess all 
the wrong in your soul and mind, 
on your hands and lips! Don’t try 
to withhold anything from Him! 
Come humbly, penitently, with sin- 
cere sorrow over your transgres- 
sions! Then His blessed Word as- 
sures you: “The Lord hath laid on 
him the iniquity of us all,” “Christ 
died for our sins.” If even then you 
think that you have fallen too 
grievously and too repeatedly, lis- 
ten as His triumphant truth testi- 
fies, “The blood of Jesus Christ, 
his Son, cleanseth us from all sin,” 
and believe with your whole heart 
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~ Is the Bible the Word of God? 


(Continued from page 1) 


said that once an English friend 
found her sitting on the steps of 
a bathing machine at a seaside re- 
sort. She was sitting with an open 
Bible on her knee and gazing into 
the glories of the setting sun. She 
talked of generalities for a time, 
but the conversation veered 
around at the last to the inevit- 
able question. 

“Oh, Madam! how is it that you 
ever came to leave the stage when 
you were at the pinnacle of suc- 
cess?” 

“When every day it made me 
think less and less of this (laying 
her finger on the Bible) and noth- 
ing at all of that (pointing to the 
setting sun).” 

Jenny Lind had discovered the 
worthfulness of the Word. She 
had found that without it the hu- 
man heart is hungry and sad, that 
nothing that the world could offer, 
its power, plenty, and plaudits, 
could ever take its place. 


I still believe the good old Book! 
In spite of all the critics say: 
And find it a perennial brook, 
When other streams have passed 
away, 
I still believe! 
And in believing life receive. 


What of Some of the Problems 
in Connection With the Bible? 

It must be admitted that it is 
much easier to talk of Bible con- 
tradictions than it is to find them. 
The Bible is the biggest puzzle to 


a 


those who seldom read it. It an- 
swers its own questions. The best 
commentary on the Bible is the 
Bible itself. By the gossip of the 
street one would be inclined to 
believe that the Bible was a sort 
of sieve incapable of holding any 
solid truth. Let us say in answer 
to that charge that there is no 
difficulty in connection with the 
Scriptures which has not been 
known, examined, and amply met 
ages ago. We must say also that 
with the passage of time the prob- 
lems diminish rather than in- 
crease, There is no important doc- 
trine that hangs on any uncertain 
thread. 


Every testimony that the science 
of archaeology brings to the light 
of day, out of the darkness of an- 
tiquity, bears testimony to the 
truthfulness of the Word of God. 
All the evidence of archaeology 
confirms rather than contradicts 
the testimony of the Scriptures. 
The results of a few months of 
effort in the field of archaeology 
sweep away half a century of 
skepticism. 


This holy book, on every line 
Marked with the seal of High Di- 
vinity; 
On every page bedewed with 
drops of love 
Divine, and with eternal herald- 
ry 
And signature of God Almighty 
stamped 
From first to last. 
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that by your Saviour’s grace, sim- 
ply trusting His mercy, you are 
saved now and forever! 


3. Heartaches—Tell Them 
to Jesus 


Are’ you laboring under crush- 
ing, personal sorrows? Tell it to 
Jesus! A Minnesota woman wrote 
that her last hope had _ gone; 
everything in life had turned a- 
gainst her, it seemed. There was 
no way out, an evil spirit sought 
to convince her, except suicide; so 
she planned to take her own life. 
To spend the time before the ap- 
pointed hour of self-destruction, 
she turned on the radio, by the 
Holy Spirit’s gracious guidance, 
heard our message, and was led 
to discard her death plans. She 
wrote us for help. We sent a pas- 
tor who would show her how to 
tell it to Jesus. She was instruct- 
ed in the faith, joined the church, 
and is now happy in following her 
Lord. Whenever you feel that you 
have come to the end of the road, 
where you see no possible escape 
from your sorrows, tell it to Je- 
Sus, and His promise, “J will never 
leave thee nor forsake thee,’ will 
be fulfilled in you more truly than 
the fact that you now hear these 
words! 


Have you been sick for a long 
time? Do you dread an impending 
operation? Has the doctor shrug- 
ged his shoulders without prom- 
ising you relief and cure? Has 
poliomyelitis stricken your child? 
Tell it to Jesus! As your God, He 
can help even in hopeless cases. 
As the Saviour, He loves His own 
so much that He will always bless 
them with the best, either cure 
them or give them the greater joy 
of taking them home to the glor- 
ies of Heaven. 


4. Have You Been Bereaved? 
Tell Jesus! 


Are you bowed down in grief 
over a recent bereavement? Has 
the Grim Reaper entered your 
home to take a loved one from 
the land of the living? Tell it to 
Jesus! He alone has the prom- 
ise of victory over death, but He 
surely has the guarantee of a glo- 
rious resurrection and a reunion 
with those who died in the faith. 


A few days ago a Chicago Gold 
Star mother wrote me that her 
son, stationed in the Philippines 
before Pear] Harbor, had first been 
reported missing in action; now, 
however, after she waited prayer- 
fully for four years, the Govern- 
ment notified her that he had 
died of malaria in a Japanese pris- 
on camp in June, 1942. You can 
measure the sorrow in her soul as 
she writes: “When I picture my 
son lying there sick unto death, in 


a dirty prison camp, probably on 
the floor, with no care or com- 
fort and no one to console him 
with God’s Word, thousands of 
miles from home, then breathing 
his last and being carried out to 
an unknown grave—oh, it seems 
my heart must break.” But she 
knows Jesus. She knows likewise 
that her boy wrote me from Cor- 
regidor, shortly before he was cap- 
tured, how, having heard this 
broadcast, he felt a reassuring 
‘nearness to Jesus.’ Therefore she 
can also write: “On the other 
hand, I am thankful to my God 
for taking my son out of misery 
into a heavenly home where he 
now sees his Jesus face to face.” 

Do you want the same victorious 
courage with which to meet 
death? Then tell it to Jesus! Bring 
Him your fears and worries, and 
as you rise from your knees 
strengthened by His blessing, *you 
will be able to face a world of 
sin and sorrow with the glorious 
assurance that you are His 
through death and eternity. 

A friend once put this question 
to “Stonewall” Jackson: “Suppose 
that these eyes which give you so 
much trouble should become 
blinded; do you believe your faith 
would remain unbeclouded?”’ 

Jackson answered, “Even such 
misfortune could not make me 
doubt the love of God.” 

His friend went on, “If: besides 
your hopeless blindness you be- 
came bedridden, would you call 
yourself happy then?” 

Calmly the general replied: 
“Yes, I think I could. My faith 
in the Almighty’s wisdom is abso- 
lute, and why should such ac- 
cidents change it?” 

Once more he asked, “If in ad- 
dition to all this you had to re- 
ceive grudging charity from thos2 
on whom you had no claim, what 
then?” 


Slowly Jackson declared, “Tf it 
was God’s will, I think I could lie 
there content a hundred years.” 

. Jackson had that confidence be- 
cause he was a man of deep-root- 
ed trust in, and of constant com- 
munion with, Christ. He regularly 
“came and told Jesus,’ beseech- 
ing His guidance, even when he 
affixed a stamp to a letter. Do 
you want that strength and spirit- 
ual power? Come to Christ! Ac- 
cept Him as your Saviour! Tell 
Him your troubles! Pray fervent- 
ly, faithfully, forcefully, and, as 
you bow before Him, the Son of 
God, the Saviour of your soul, the 
one Hope for all humanity, He 
promises, “Him that cometh to me, 
I will in no wise cast out.’ Come 
and tell it to Jesus now! Amen! 


(Condensed, from LET US RETURN TO 
THE LORD. Concordia Publishers, used 


by permission.) 


Why Do Men Hate the Bible? 


It can be stated in a sentence. 
Men hate the Bible because it 
never praises natural man, but 
rather convicts him. That is the 
real reason. The Bible doesn’t have 
one good thing to say about any of 
us, but it has a lot of good things 
to say to all of us. 


One man says, “Men hate the 
Bible because it is only a collec- 
tion of fables.” That cannot be the 
real reason, because Aesop and 
others have written fables and 
have made a collection of them, 
and men don’t hate them. “It is 
only history,” says another. But 
that can’t be the real reason 
either, because there are lots of 
histories, and men do not hate 
them. “The story of Jesus is only 
a myth,” says somebody else, But 
that cannot be the real reason 
behind their hate, because men 
have read Grecian and _ other 
mythology: and they don’t get 
angrily concerned about it. 

The real reason has already 
been stated. The Word of God 
puts a divine finger on the hu- 
man heart and says, “Thou art the 
man.” It is a mirror and shows 
man 4s he truly is. The Bible is 
a lamp and men, “loved darkness 
rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil” (John 3:19). 

The late Dr. I. M. Haldeman 
has aptly said, “The Bible is not 
such a book as man WOULD 
WRITE IF HE. COULD. nor 
COULD WRITS: iF. fe 
WOULD.” Man would not. write it 
if he could. Man is proud as a pea- 
cock. He walks with head held 
high. He magnifies his virtues and 
minimizes his vices. The Bible 
hates sin and man loves it. He 
winks and laughs at it. He rolls 
it as a sweet morsel under his 
tongue. He calls it a STUMBLE 
and a stumble UPSTAIRS. He 
calls wickedness just a weakness. 
Sin is just a disease according 
to the modern viewpoint. All the 
while God’s Word has said, “ALL 
have SINNED, and come short 
of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). 


Man Could Not Have 
Written It 

With the increase of the 
sciences, with the aid of men’s 
systems and so-called scholarship, 
with: the help of telegraphy and 
radio and libraries and research, 
surely man is capable of producing 
a better Bible. No man can write 
a book to supersede the Scrip- 
tures. It stands alone, unchalleng- 
ed, unsullied, undefeated, and un- 
surpassed, Everything that man 
makes is constantly being improv- 
ed upon. The Bible stands perfect. 
Some one has sagely said: 


The Bible is, we plainly see; 
Then it must have a pedigree. 
It either is a Book divine, 
Or men to make it did combine. 
Suppose the latter, then they must 
Rither be wicked men or just; 
Take either case and you will 
see 
A proof of its divinity. 


If wicked men composed this Book, 
Surely their senses they forsook; 
For they the righteous man de- 
fend, 
And curse the bad from end to 
end, 
Of righteous then they change 
their name, 
For they the authorship dis- 
claim, 
And often say, “Thus saith the 
Lord;” 
And testify, “It is His Word.” 
If it be not, they tell a lie 


And all their righteousness deny. | 


Proof Is Produced From Its 
Profoundness 


Ten thousand and more books 
have been written about this one 
Book. Whole volumes have been 
written about a single verse and 
chapters about one word. It is 
like a well without a_ bottom. 
Multitudes have been dropping in 
their buckets of faith and drawing 
from its depths. Still the supply is 
inexhaustible. Children love it and 
yet its truths are so profound 
that men with mighty intellect 
have made it a lifetime study and 
at the end confess that they have 
only just begun. No man has ever 
dared to say, “I know everything 
that is in the Bible.” We read 
a chapter or a verse a hundred 
times and find the last reading 
to be as fragrant and refreshing 
as the first. There are whole vol- 
umes in a single sentence. 

Think of John 3:16 or the 
Twenty-third Psalm in this con- 


nection. You cannot compare the! Luke 21:20 and Luke 19:43 ara ° 
truths of the Scriptures with the; but a few that deal with these ' 


utterances of any other book. It | events. 
stands alone, supreme, eternal. Then, too, the Bible makes 
Here is a Book 4vhich can be car-|startling statements relative to 
ried in purse or pocket, and yet; Gentile nations. In Isaiah 13:19-22 
within its pages can be found more| we find a remarkable prophecy 
truths of eternal value than can be|in relation to Babylon and its 
discovered in all the libraries of | destruction. In Ezekiel 26:12 sim- 
the world. ilar predictions are made concern- 
ing Tyre. All have been so fulfilled 
We Find Proof in Its that no room is left for doubt, 
Preservation W hat of the Messianic pro- 
phecies written hundred of years 
The hand of the Almighty must | pefore Christ came? In the Old 
have been engaged in its pro-|Testament are countless passages 
tection and its preservation. It has | which speak clearly of the Sav- 
had to battle against the enemy iour. The place, manner, and 
of neglect, of apostasy, and the} circumstances surrounding His 
angry efforts of men by violence | birth are all referred to. In Isaiah 

to get rid of it, and still it is! 


+t] lei ; 1b] | and the Psalms the circumstances 
, . ati y * ¢ ‘c. | S ° Be 
With Us, Dreaking Donas and Diess 'of His death are described ift 


ing hearts. The efforts of its! startling detail. Isaiah 7:14; Micah 
enemies, instead of annihilating | 5.9. Zechariah 9:9: Psalm 35:11; 
the Word of God have only ‘in-! t.aiah 53; Psalms 22:15; 109:25 
tensified its production. The dun-|,4q@ pcalm 34:30: and countless 
geon, the rack, the fagots and ‘other passages all speak clearly of 
the flames have failed to keep! Christ, In John 5:46 we read one 
the friends of the Bible from | of the most~-startling statements 
loving and reading it. No book ex- ‘that ever fell from the lips of 
cept the Word of the Lord could | 


/ ‘our Lord when He said: 
have lasted for an hour in: such “For had ye believed Moses, ve 


a stormy sea. Men's philosophies, | j,o4J4 have belicved me: FOR HE 
their Systems, their books an d! wporTr OF ME.” 

buildings pass away but the Bible 
marches on. In fact the Bible is 
more beautiful because of the 
battering it has received. Its en- 
emies die and are buried, but 
the Scriptures are eternal. 


Only God, who knows the enc 
'from the beginning, could have 
'so anointed the eyes of His ancient: 
‘servants so that they could look 
‘down across the ages and sec 
ithe future. Their prophecies aie 
Iso startling and deal in such 
(Continued on page 8) 


“For all flesh is as grass, and 
all the glory of man as the flower 
of grass. The grass withereth, and 
the flower thereof falleth away: 
But the word of the Lord endureth 
for ever. And this is the word 
which by the gospel is preached | 
unto uou.”’—-I Pet. 1:24, 25. | 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, September 30, 1955 


Is the Bible the Word of God 


(Continued from page 7) 


detail that they are utterly beyond 
the mere guesswork of men, 


There Is Proof From the 
Bible’s Power in the Past 


If you will go to a map of the 
world and show me land where 
the sick and wounded are left to 
die, where the poor are unclothed, 
the hungry go unfed, where wo- 
man is a slave, purity is dethroned 
and vice enshrined, I will show 
you a land where Christ is un- 
known and the Bible unread. 

In 1832 Charles Darwin made 
his famous trip around the world 
in the ship “Beagle.” He stopped, 
or tried to, on the coast of Terra 
del Fuego. When he wrote of that 
visit he said it was the most sav- 
age spot his eyes had ever seen. He 
also said that he dared not put in 
print the practices of these bar- 
barians and savages. The savagery 
and beastliness were such that 
the British Admiralty ordered that 
no ship should stop there again. 

One morning, by the side of 
a bridge in England, at one of 
the abutments, they found a baby 
boy wrapped only in newspapers. 
The father and mother who had 
fled were never known. It was St. 
Thomas’ Day, so they called him 
Thomas, Because they found him 
by a bridge they called him Bridg- 
es. The baby was put in an alms- 
house. There he spent his boy- 
hood, and in that crowded environ- 
ment he was brought up.. 

The years passed and one won- 
derful day the message of the 
Word of God reached this pauper’s 
heart and changed his life. He 
applied to the Missionary Society, 
after training, and they sent him 
to Darwin’s cannibal-savage island. 
The scientest, Darwin, had said 
that he would never venture there 
again. The British Government 
had commanded that no ship was 
to land on that soil. But the 
pauper, whose life God’s Word 
had revolutionized, said, “I am 
going to take Christ to those 
people.” He struggled on with the 
help of God. Before he passed 
away he had given them the 


- entire Bible in their own tongue. 


There is no longer a cannibal 
in that part of the world, and the 
church bells call the people to 
prayer. Darwin himself was so im- 
pressed that he became a life- 
long contributor to the Missionary 
society. 

What is the explanation of this 
miracle in human life and in a 
land sunken in sin and shame? 
Only this, that the Bible is a 
supernatural Book. 


A personal friend, the late Rev. 
John Hall, M. A.ga brilliant Greek 
student, went some years ago to 
the Tangali Tribe in Nigeria. They 
had never seen the face of a 
white man. They were cannibal- 
istic headhunters. John Hall sat 
across a table from a black man 
and for months he used him as 
his language pump. Finally he 
gave them a primer, and then 
the New Testament in their own 
tongue. As a result cannibals be- 
came Christians and savages were 
transformed into saints. Now each 
Sunday morning, when the church 
bell rings, fifteen hundred people 
gather to sing God’s praises and 
listen to the preaching of God's 
Word. It takes a miraculous, God- 
breathed Book to do that. 


And What Shall We Say of 
Its Present Power? 


It suits and satisfies all ages. 
It meets the heart’s cry of those 
at the dawn of life’s day, those 
at noon hour, and those whose 
faces are toward the setting sun. 
No other book is so suitable for 
all. It convicts and converts the 
prince and the pauper, the king 
and the commoner, the ignorant 
and the educated. 


Where is the man that has 
been saved from drunkenness or 
filthiness or slavery by the power 
of infidelity? Where are the 
homes, once saturated with strife 
and sin that have been made con- 
tented and clean by the power 
of skepticism? They cannot be 
found; but this Book can number 
its trophies of triumph by the 
millions. 3 


“Christ’s touch hath still its an- 
cient power, 
No word from Him can fruitless 
fall.” 


The Word of God condemns, but 
it cleanses. It convicts but it 
cures. It shows us what we are 
and what we may become by the 
grace of God. It reveals and, bless 
God, it renews. 


I know of a book, a marevlous 
Book, 
With a message for all who 
hear; 
And the same dear Name, His 
precious Name, 
Illwmines its pages clear. 


The Book is His Word, its message 
I’ve heard 
I know of a Name, a precious 
Name, 
‘Tis Jesus. 


—THE END— 
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Jesus May Come Today! 


(Continued from page 1) 


greatest emphasis is not on the 
Antichrist, not on what will hap- 
pen before he comes, not on the 
tribulation time. The great empha- 
sis for Christians is, “Watch 
therefore, for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour wherein the 
Son of man cometh.” 


To set any date for Christ’s 
coming, or any year, or any era 
beside the whole New Testament 
age is to violate the plain teach- 
ing that Jesus may come at any 
time, might have come at any 
time in the past since Pentecost, 
or may come at any time in the 
centuries ahead. We are plainly 
forbidden’ to set dates, because no 
one knows when He will come. 


If we set up signs to look for 
His coming at or near any particu- 
lar time, we have ignored the plain 
statements that Jesus may come 
at any time and that no one knows 
when. If World War I, World War 
II, the constitution of the little 
state of Israel in Palestine, or 
if any other event must transpire 
before Jesus may come and so 
be a sign of His coming, then 
the coming of Christ has not been 
imminent. The teaching of the 
imminency of Christ’s coming, and 
the teaching of signs of Christ’s 
coming are in direct opposition. 
Both teachings cannot be true. 
And so anything that contradicts 
the teaching of Christ’s return 
being at hand, being imminent, 
being possible at any time, is 
wrong and contrary to the Scrip- 
tures. 


In the last few years a rash fad 
has arisen among many premil- 
lennialists, teaching .that Chris- 
tians must go through the tribula- 
tion, teaching that Jesus will not 
come for His own until in the 
midst of the tribulation or after 
the tribulation. That sad heresy 
arose because of a lack of emphasis 
on the imminency of Christ’s com- 
ing. Good men forgot that Christ’s 
coming was imminent. They ceas- 
ed to look for Christ’s coming as 
a matter of plain scriptural com- 
mand and began to look for His 
coming according to certain news- 
paper signs. And the more they 
stressed signs that Christ must 
come at or near some particular 
time, the more they forgot that He 
could have come at any moment. 
If wars, heresies, troubles were 
signs of the end of the age, as 
they taught, then when no rap- 
ture came, perhaps we were about 
to enter the tribulation without 
a rapture! Thus they were led into 
a heresy, a hurtful and deceptive 
fad of false teaching. For if Jesus 
may come at any moment, and if 
we are commanded to constantly 
look for His coming, then the 
tribulation and the reign of the 
Antichrist cannot come before 
Christ’s coming. 

Jesus is coming. He may come 
today. He might have come at any 
time these centuries since New 
Testament times. But no one 
knows when, even approximately. 
There are no signs by which any- 
one can accurately foretell that 
event. We do not know whether 
He will come today or at what 
time in the centuries ahead He 
may come, but He is coming! 

Now let us consider some of the 
clear, scriptural proofs in what 
Jesus said on the Mount of Olives, 
that Christ’s coming is imminent, 
that His coming is the first thing 
on God's prophetic program, and 
that it may be at any time, wheth- 
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er today or centuries ahead. 

In the discourse of Jesus as He 
sat on the Mount of Olives, re- 
corded in Matthew 24, the Saviour 
emphatically warned the disciples 
that no one knew the time of His 
return but that all were continu- 
ally to watch. 


The first part of the discourse 
may be complicated somewhat for 
the casual reader by the fact that 
the Lord Jesus is addressing the 
Jews, particularly with the fate of 
Jerusalem in mind. He spoke not 
only of the Great Tribulation time 
in the future when the Man of 
Sin should commit the abomina- 
tion of desolation in Jerusalem, 
but also of the destruction of 
Jerusalem by Titus in.A.D. 70 
which would follow much — the 
same course. The first destruction 
of Jerusalem under Titus was 
simply a first fulfillment of the 
prophecies of the later awful des- 
truction under the Antichrist. He 
spoke to Jews, some of whom 
would still be alive when the fall 
of Jerusalem should take place in 
A.D. 70, and would flee for their 
lives. He had that in mind partly, 
along with the future Great Tribu- 
lation when Jews would similarly 
flee for their lives. Between verse 
15, when the prophesied abomina- 
tion of desolation should take 
place, and verse 35, is the story 
of Jews in the tribulation time and 
the return of Christ with His 
saints and angels to reign and to 
set up His kingdom at Jerusalem. 
It is not the story of the rapture, 
the first phase of Christ’s coming. 


However, beginning with verse 
36, we believe that Christ had in 
view His second coming as a 
whole event. And it is that first 
phase of His coming, when Jesus 
will come in the air to receive His 
saints, of which we are warned 
in Matthew 24:36-51. 


When Jesus said, “But of that 
day and hour knoweth no man, 
no, not the angels of heaven, but 
my Father only,” He refers to 
the day when the trumpet shall 
sound and the dead in Christ shall 
rise and we shall be caught up to- 
gether with Him to meet the Lord 
in the air, And so with the rest 
of the chapter. 


Now note these emphatic state- 
ments which prove that Christ’s 
coming was to be expected at any 
moment, that His coming was and 
is Imminent. 


1. No One Knows When Jesus 
Will Come! 

Read again the words of Jesus 
in Matthew 24:36, “But of that 
day and hour knoweth no man, 
no, not the angels of heaven, but 
my Father only.” No man knows; 
even the angels in Heaven do not 


know when Christ will return. | 


That is a plain, flat statement. 
In Mark’s inspired account of the 
same Olivet discourse, it is even 
stronger. In Mark 13:32, 33 we 
read, “But of that day and that 
hour knoweth no man, no, not 
the angels which are in heaven, 
neither the Son, but the Father. 
Take ye heed, watch and pray: 
for ye know not when the time is.” 
No man knows, the angels do not 
know, and even the Son Himself, 
while on earth, did not know the 
time of the Second Coming! I am 
sure He knows now. I think that 
knowledge of when He would 
come again was part of His glor- 
ious manifestation of deity which 
He laid aside when He took on 
Himself the form of man and came 
into this world. But if the perfect, 
sinless Jesus, who had an infinite 
understanding of the Scriptures 
and knew everything about man 
but did not know the time of 
the Second Coming, then how 
presumptuous is it for any Bible 
teacher to pretend to know even 
approximately when Jesus. will 
come! The Saviour gives solemn 
instruction and warning, ‘Take 
ye heed, watch and pray: for ye 
know not when the time is.” We 
do not know the time of His com- 


jing. We are to watch and pray 


continually, since it may be at 
any moment! That is the teaching 
of Jesus on this matter, 


2. Jesus Illustrated the Utter 
Unexpectedness of His Com- 
ing With Reference to 
Noah and the People 
Who Died in the 
Flood 


Here in Matthew 24:37-39 Jesus | 


says: . 

“But as the days of Noe were 
so shall also the coming of the Son 
of man be, For as in the days that 
were before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and 
aiwina in mrrrinae, until the day 
that Noe entered into the ark. And 
knew not until the flood came, 
and took them all away; so shall 
also the coming of the Son of man 
be.” 


Some people have perverted this 
Scripture to teach that men could 
tell when Christ would return be- 
cause people would sin like the 
people before the flood. But that 
is not what Jesus said at all. In 
fact, He said the exact opposite. 
He said that people before the 
flood went ahead eating and 
drinking (no harm about that) 
and “marrying and. giving in 
marriage’; (and that is normal 
and proper); But Jesus says that 
they went on with this ordinary 
way of life, unsuspecting, ‘and 
knew not until the flood came, 
and took them all away.” Then 
we have the solemn warning that 
just so suddenly, so unexpectedly, 
“so shall also the coming of the 
Son of man be.” The plain intent 
of the Lord Jesus in this Scrip- 
ture is that no one can know but 
that Jesus might come at any 
moment and all ought to watch 
for His coming. 


3. Jesus Indicated That People 
Could Not Know Even a 
Few Hours in Advance 

of His Coming! 

Jesus said: “Watch. therefore: 
for ye know not what hour your 
Lord doth come” (Matt. 24:42). 

Two men will go to work in 
the field, one of them a Christian, 
the other lost. Both of them—the 
Christian and the lost man—utter- 
ly ignorant of the fact that that 
very day Jesus will come. One will 
be taken, the other left. 

Two women will be grinding at 
the mill, preparing meal that will 
be baked into bread that day— 
one woman saved and the other 
woman lost. Both of them will be 
utterly unwarned of the fact that 
Jesus will come that very day. 
One will be taken and the other 
left. Neither the Christian woman 
nor the lost woman will have an 
inkling that Jesus will come that 
day. 

Jesus gives the solemn warning 
in verse 42, “Watch therefore: 
for ye know not what hour your 
Lord doth come.” No one will 
know even a day ahead of time, 
even a few hours ahead of time, 
even a moment ahead of time 
when Jesus comes! Therefore all 
should watch. for His imminent 
coming. . 


4, Jesus Illustrated the Im- 
minence of His Coming by 
the Story of the Un- 
expected Thief 


Iilustrating further the utter 
unexpectedness of His coming 
Jesus said in Matthew 24:43: 

“But know this, that if the good- 
man of the house had known in 
what watch the thief would come, 
he would have watched, and would 
not have suffered his house to be 
broken up.” | 

As unexpected as the coming of 
a thief, so will Christ’s coming be. 
The goodman of the house had 
no forewarning whatever when the 
thief would come. So it. will be 
when Christ returns to the earth. 

And the goodman of the house 
does not even know ‘what watch © 
of the night the thief will come. 
So it will be about the coming 
of Jesus. Jesus has now gone away. 
The world is in night. Suppose 
that Jesus should come for His 
saints in the the year 2000—He 
may come before. that, He may 
not come until long afterward, 
we do not know—then soon the 
world’s night would be over and 
“the Sun of righteousness (shall) 
arise with healing in his wings.” 
But if Christ should come in the 
year 2000, this night might be 
divided up into four watches of 
500 years each. 

The Roman night was so divided 
into four watches—the evening 
watch, the midnight watch, the 
cockcrowing watch, and the morn- 
ing watch. Jesus referred to this 
further in the inspired account of 
this discourse as given in Mark 
13:35. This says, ‘‘Watch ye there- 
fore: for ye know not when the 
master of the house cometh, at 
even, or at midnight, or at the 
cockcrowing, or in the morning.” 


(Continued on page 9) 
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together with him, having for- 
given you all trespasses; Blotting 
out the handwriting of ordi- 
nances that was against us, 
which was contrary to us, and 
took it out of the way, nailing it 
to his cross.’—Col. 2:13, 14. 


Christ’s cross, the true center 
and sanctuary of this fallen and 
broken world and the only lever- 
age mighty enough to roll off of 
erushed humanity the ponderous 
incubus Which bondage to Satan 
has placed upon it, is the effect- 
ive power to bless. Paul taught 
this truth when he wrote: “For 
Christ sent me not to baptize, 
but to preach the gospel: not with 
wisdom of words, lest the cross of 
Christ should be made of none 
effect” (I Cor. 1:17). 


Christ’s cross, with length and 
breadth and height and depth 
which God’s eye alone fully em- 
braces, is the cause of condemna- 
tion to those who despise it. ‘For 
the preaching of the cross is to 


them that perish foolishness; but 


unto us which are saved it is the 
power of God” (I Cor. 1:18). 
Christ’s cross, with intense glory 
no words can describe and with 
redemptive summits never yet 
fanned by immortal wings, is an 
example for the believer to follow: 


“Looking unto Jesus the au- 
thor and finisher of our faith; 
who for the joy that was set be- 
fore him endured the cross, de- 
spising the shame, and is set 
down at the right hand of the 
throne of God.”—Heb. 12:2. 

“Then said Jesus unto his dis- 
ciples, If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow me.” 


—Matt. 16:24. 


Knowing that Christ’s cross in 
the first century met Judaism 
and conquered it, met pagan phil- 
osophies in the time of the third 
and fourth centuries and overcame 
them, met French skepticism in 
the 17th century and defeated it, 
met English Deism in the last 
century and overthrew it, we, 
knowing that in our times that 
bristle with problems, the cross 
meets victoriously the tides of 
gross materialism as it stands for 
the supremacy of the supernatural 
and the spiritual, we should 


II. Preach the Cross 


Let it be known of us on earth 
and recorded of us in Heaven that 
we, as did Paul, “preach not our- 
selves, but Christ Jesus the Lord” 
(II Cor. 4:5), preach Christ on 
the cross with His glory covered 
with shame that we might have 
our shame covered with glory— 
through faith in Him who took 
our place on the cross. 

Yes, we should preach Christ’s 
cross—not submit it for subdued 
discussion in the academic grove, 
In cities and in the countryside, 


we must preach Christ’s cross—. 


not with feeble and flute-soft 
voice of uncertain sound that pre- 


pares nobody to battle, but with] 


trumpet tones that call people 
from lolling in tents of ease to do 
battle for the righteous causes of 
Christ. With steadfastness of faith 
in Christ, the one in whom all 
holiness is centered, dying for the 
unholy, we must preach Christ’s 
cross—not as epicures in philoso- 
phies lest we spoil ourselves: and 
others ‘through philosophy and 
vain deceit, after the tradition of 
men, after the rudiments of the 
world, and not after Christ’ (Col. 
2:8). 


We should, with unwavering 
determination, preach Christ's 
cross—not as experts in specula- 
tive cleverness making maybes 
mighty and probablies potent in 
many minds, not as feeders of the 
present-day greed for spectacular 
announcements, not with a super- 
ficial mental illumination that 
lacks the urge of sacrificial pas- 
sion, not as tasters of academic 
subtleties that give birth to in- 
tellectual conceits unaware of the 
rattle of their dry bones, not as 
“administration of laughing gas 
for the painless extraction of sin” 
in a world where sin has been 
called by self-labeled scholars “‘the 
backward pull of outworn good” 
and not as ‘dealers in fine-spun 
metaphysic disquisitions.” No— 
in none of these’ ways must Wwe 
preach the Christ’s cross. But we 
must preach it with wooing and 
winning urgency that. lifts up. the 
crucified Christ and warns all 
men of “the wrath of God... re- 
vealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men, who hold the truth in 


Jesus May Come Today! 


(Continued from page 8) 


But Jesus is saying that no one 
could tell ahead of time whether 
Jesus would come in the first 500 
years, or the second 500 years, 
or the third, or the fourth! No 
one can tell within five hundred 
years of when Jesus will come! 
No one knows what watch He 
will come, Oh, He may come today, 
so let us be prepared and looking 
for His coming! 


5, Jesus Likened His Immi- 
nent Coming to the Return 
of a Master Who Will 
Return at an Undis- 
closed Time 


In Matthew 24:44-51 Jesus gave 
the following illustration of how 
earnestly we should watch for His 
coming: 

“Therefore be ye also ready: for 
m such an hour as ye think not 
the Son of man cometh, Who then 
is a faithful and wise servant, 
whom his lord hath made ruler 
over his household, to give them 
meat in due season? Blessed is 
that servant, whom his lord when 
he cometh shall find so doing. 
Verily I say unto you, That he 
shall make him ruler over all his 
goods. But and if that evil ser- 
vant shall say in his heart, My 
lord delayeth his coming; And 
shall’ begin to smite his fellow- 
servants, and to eat and drink 
with the drunken; The lord of 
that servant shall come in a ddy 
when he looketh not for him, and 
im an hour that he is not aware 
of. And shall cut him asunder, and 
appoint him his portion of the 
hypocrites: there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.” 

Do you see in the above par- 
able that not a hint was given 
to the servant as to when his 
lérd should return, that there 
Were no other foretold events by 
Which the servant could estimate 
the time of his lord’s return, and 


. 


] 


how urgently the Saviour pressed 
it on the hearts of all that His 
coming may be at any moment 
and that we should all be ready. 

Summing up the warnings of 
Jesus in the Olivet discourse, let 
us note the following verses again: 

“But of that day and hour 
knoweth no man, no, not the an- 
gels of heaven, but my Father 
only.”—Matt.. 24:36. 

“Watch therefore: for ye know 
not what hour your Lord doth 
come.”’—Matt. 24:42. 

“Therefore be ye also ready: for 
in such an hour as ye think not 
the Son of man cometh.”’—Matt. 
24 :44, 

And 
verses: 

“But of that day and that hour 
knoweth no man, no, not the 
angels which are in heaven, neith- 
er the Son, but the Father. Take 
ye heed, watch and pray: for ye 
know not when the time is.”— 
V5s. a2, oop 

“Watch ye therefore: for ye 
know not when the master of the 
house cometh, at even, or at mvid- 
night, or at the cockcrowing, or in 
the mornina: Lest coming sudden- 
ly he find you sleeping. And what 
I say unto you I say unto all, 
Watch.”—vss. 35-37. 

In all the Olivet discourse, the 
intent of the Saviour is to warn 
the disciples and all Christians of 


in Mark 13 note these 


all ages that He might come at 


any moment, that His coming 
would be unexpected, without 
any warning. And we are com- 
manded to watch and pray, to 
obey and be ready, simply on the 
basis of the -Word of God. Jesus 
said He would come and so we 
should look for Him on. the 
authority of His word. 

Next week we will give further 
proof that Christ’s coming is im- 
minent, may or may not be at any 
moment, has been impending 1900 
years! 


unrighteousness” (Rom. 1:18). 

The cross was a goal in the 
heart of God from all eternity— 
not an instrument to meet a tragic 
emergency in which God unex- 
pectedly found Himself because of 
Adam’s sin, not a device to deliver 
God from a dilemma unforeseen. 
The cross was not a post-creation 
bypath but a before-the-world-was 
highway in the counsels of God. 
The cross was not an afterthought 
rill but a foreordained and crystal- 
clear river coursing through the 
vast continent of God’s omnis- 
ciently redemptive purposes. Peter 
knew this when, preaching power- 
fully on the day of Pentecost, he 
said: 


“Ye men of Israel, hear these 
words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
approved of God among you by 
miracles and wonders and signs, 
which Goddid by him in the 


midst of you, as ye yourselves 


also know: Him, being delivered 
by the determinate counsel “and 
foreknowledge of \God, ye have 
taken, and by wicked hands have 
crucified and slain.”—Acts 2:22, 
23. 


Christ’s cross stands at the cen- 
ter of human history and human 
progress. JO Christ’s cross all 
history converges. FROM Christ’s 
cross all real progress proceeds. 
Christ’s cross has freed the hearts 
of men from sin, has broken the 
shackles of the consciences of 
men, has introduced to the world 
the true conception of the value 
of man and man’s soul, _ has 
brought millions from the prison 
cells of sin to dwelling places in 
palaces of hope and joy, has chang- 
ed tyrants and autocrats into men 
of fraternal spirits, has changed 
the clinched fists of enemies of 
truth into the open palm of friend- 
ship with and for the truth as it 
is in Christ Jesus, has changed 
savage nations into highest types 
of civilization, has exalted the 
sense of honor and justice and 
righteousness in the minds and 
hearts of men in many nations of 
earth. 

Christ’s cross, where the hiero- 
glyphics of the Old Testament 
types find their key and the mys- 


teries of prophecy are unraveled, 


stands behind earth’s greatest dis- 
coveries. Christ’s cross, where the 
penal claims of God against sinful 
men are exhausted and_ every 
righteous judgment of God is per- 
fectly met, is the key given of God 
to unlock the vaults-of great hid- 
den treasures in all spheres. 

Christ’s cross, Where earthly 
glory dies and the world is strip- 
ped of its charms and the problem 
of human redemption is_ solved, 
has multiplied the Twelve who lov- 
ed each other into millions who 
love one another. Gladly = and 
gratefully can we “survey the 
wondrous cross” and say, “Hal- 
lelujah for the cross.” 

But let us come more specific- 
ally to consider our subject. 

Unthinkable from the standpoint 
of Christ’s cross are the 


III. Prevalent Light Con- 
ceptions of Sin 

Sin-hardening, hurling-to-H el] 
sin—robbing the mind of light, 
rendering the reason a bewildered 
maze, making the heart a whirl- 
pool of tumultuous passions and a 
den of God-defying schemes, striv- 
ing to lay God’s honor in the dust, 
trampling on the statute book of 
Heaven—made Christ’s cross a 
necessity. “Christ died for the 
ungodly” (Rom. 5:6). “Christ died 
for our sins” (I Cor. 15:3). What 
volumes in single statements are 
those weighty words! What mid- 
night darkness mingled with glori- 
fied noondays are those words! 
What hostilities of Hell and friend- 
ships of Heaven stand side by side 
in those words! 


Sin, the most terrible fact of 
God’s universe, Life’s most dread- 
ful and inexorable curse, is the 
desert simoon that drinks up every 
refreshing dew and rain of life. 
Sin, so ghastly great among Life’s 
factors so awful and universal and 
inescapable, the causative element 
of all world suffering, is the re- 
pulsive Death-head set amidst 
Life’s feast. Sin—the power that 
reversed man’s nature, destroyed 
the harmony of his powers, sub- 
verted the constitutional order of 
man’s nature, dismantled him of 
his nobility, caused him in treach- 
ery to himself and in burglary of 
his own life, to give into Satan’s 
hands the keys of his soul’s citadel 
placed by God in his keeping— 
brought man in unconditional sur- 


render to diabolical power. 

From the standpoint of Christ’s 
cross, nobody can deny that sin is 
a fatal mischief of the heart, a 
seed big with all sorts of future 
pains and griefs, a poison in the 
heart, an opiate in the will, a 
frenzy in the imagination, and a 
black darkness that invests man’s 
whole moral being. 

From the standpoint of Christ’s 
cross, nobody can deny that all 
who dance to sin’s music weep, 
that all who dwell in sin’s lands 
dwell in dire desolation, that all 
sin’s flowers grow among. skulls 
and have no perfume, that all sin’s 
crowns of roses are sharper than 
crowns of thorns and heavier than 
iron jackets. 

From the standpoint of Christ’s 
cross nobody can truthfully de- 
clare that sin is only a light dis- 
cord and not a thunderbolt that 
crashes the organ. into splinters 
and leaves it without shape or 
tone, that sin is just a dull pen- 
knife and not a beheading guillo- 
tine, that sin is just the slight 
and painless jerk of hiccoughs and 
not the agonies of sciatica, that sin 
is just a weak whirlwind creating 
a slight disturbance and not a hot 
sirocco blasting all gardens, that 
sin is just a quiet pool and not a 
maelstrom, that sin is merely a 
cool rill and not a lava rush 
running scorchingly through green 
fields. 

Nobody can stand at the cross 
and declare that sin is just ‘an 
upward stumble in man’s pro- 
gress,” only “a disagreeable hind- 
rance to the smooth on-going of 
the social machinery,’ only “a 
nightmare caused by too much 
appetite and too little digestion,” 
only “psychic rebellion,” only 
“youthful indiscretion,’ only 
“goodness in the making’’—and al- 
ways “the backward pull of out- 
worn good.” 


Christ crucified is the terrible 
and consummate testimony of 
what sin is. We trace sin’s power 
everywhere. We see the woe it has 
wrought. But we come to the pro- 
foundest hatred of sin when we 
see that it crucified Christ. All 
that we have ever known or done 
to make this earth a different 
place from that holy ground on 
which the holy God might have 
walked in perfect oneness with 
obedient children—all our selfish- 
ness, all our disobediences, all our 
untruth, all our lustful passion, all 
our wickedness—all take their 
place in and declare their one- 
ness with that sin which brought 


Christ to the cruel and bloody 
Cross. 


“Who his own self bare our 

sins in his own body on the tree, 

' that we, being dead to sins, 

should live unto righteousness: 

by whose stripes we were heal- 
ed.”"—I Pet. 2:24. ; 


Unthinkable, too, from 
standpoint of Christ's cross is 


IV. Doubt of God’s Love 


“In this was manifested the 
love of God toward us, because 
that God sent his only begotten 
Son into the world, that we might 
live through him. Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and sent his Son 
to be the propitiation for ous 
sins. “—I John 4:9, 10. 

“For when we were yet with- 
out strength, in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly. For scarcely 
for a righteous man will one 
die: yet peradventure for a good 
man some would even dare to 
die. But God commendeth his 
love toward us, in that, while we 
wére yet sinners, Christ died for 
us. Much more then, being now 
justified by his blood, we shall 
be saved from wrath through 
him.’’—Rom. 5:6-9. 


By every thorn that punctured 
His brow, by every mark of the 
back-lacerating scourge, by every 
bit of His beard by cruel fingers 
plucked from His cheeks, by every 
bruise which the heavy fists made 
upon His head, by all the dirty 
sputum that befouled His dear 
face, God says: “I love man,” With 
every drop of sinless blood drawn 
from the holy veins of Jesus, God 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Things Unthinkable 


(Continued from page 9) 
says: “I love sinners, all sinners.” 
By. every breath of pain which 
Jesus drew on the cross, by every 
beat of His loving heart as He 
died, by* the excruciating tortures 
of Christ’s body and the awful 
agony of Christ’s soul, God testi- 
fies to His love to all the sinful 
races of men. “God SO loved”! The 
great Spurgeon asked: “How 
much is SO? How long is SO?” 
Then he made answer: “Come, ye 
surveyors, bring your chains and 
try to make a survey of this word 
“SO.” Come hither, ye that make 
our national surveys and lay down 
charts for all nations! Come, ye 
-who map seas and land, and make 
a chart of this word “SO”! Come, 
ye astronomers, who spy out 
spaces before which imagination 
staggers, come hither and en- 
counter calculations worthy of all 
your powers. Here is a task that 
will defy you!” 


In the Christian Digest, we read 
these words from the pen of Lora 
Lee Parrott: 


“The Library of Congress con- 
tains eight million volumes. It 
has one million, five hundred 
thousand maps, two _ million 
pieces of music, five hundred 
thousand nictures and two mil- 
lion manuscripts. Also _ it con- 
tains one hundred thousand 
bound volumes of newspapers. 
If the smartest man in all the 
world were able to read every- 
one of the eight million volumes 
in the Library of Congress; if 
he could study all the maps, 
and could sing or play each of 
the pieces of music, and were 
able to analyze and _ criticize 
each of the pictures and manu- 
scripts, and if he were familiar 
with all facts in the bound vol- 
umes of newspapers, he still 
would not be smart enough to 
explain how God's grace deletes 
sin. Sometime ago, I read a 
headline story in the Detroit 
Free Press about a woman who 
strangled her two small sons. 
She said, ‘I loved my children 
but I saw Satan in their eyes. 
I have. been in hell all my life, 
but. now I feel wonderful. I 
have peace of mind.’ But the 
heinous sins of women and men 
are not as startling as the mir- 
acle of God’s_ transforming 
grace. His healing balm goes 
deeper than the stain of sin. 
But let 2 c™mert person try to 
explain this miracle. It can not 
be done.” 


It cannot be done any more 
than we can explain God’s grace, 
God’s unlimited and unmerited 
favor to the utterly undeserving, 
which enables us to experience 
what.Paul wrote: “For ye know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that, though he was rich, yet for 
your sakes he became poor, that 
ye through his poverty might be 
rich” (II Cor. 8:9). 

We could never merit God’s 
mercy, nor deserve His love. We 
rejoice to know that God’s love 
is infinite, illimitable, unbounded, 
immutable, unchangeable. And, re- 
membering that sinners are the 
beneficiaries of such marvelous 
love, we stand amazed that nath- 
ing in us caused God to set His 
love upon us. As with the Israelites 
in Egyptian bondage, so it is with 
us who are saved, 


“The Lord did not set his love 
upon you, nor choose you, be- 
cause ye were more in number 
than any peopie:; for ye were the 
fewest of all people: But because 
the Lord loved you, and because 
he would keep the oath which 
he had sworn unto your fathers, 
hath the Lord brought you out 
with a mighty hand, and re- 
deemed you out of the house of 
bondmen, from the hand of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt.”—Deut. 
7:7, 8. 


As death reigned by one (Rom. 
5:17), so by the righteousness of 
one the free gift came upon all 
men unto justification (Rom. 5: 
18). Since by the entrance of 
the law the offense abounded, we 
know that “where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound: 
That as sin hath reigned unto 
death, even so might grace reign 
through righteousness unto eter- 
nal life by Jesus Christ our Lord” 
(Rom. 5:20,21). 


Old John Foster lay dying. After 
a night of weariness and pain, 
he was asked: “How are you 
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feeling this morning?” “Wonder- 
fully well, I have my head down on 
three pillows—the pillow of God’s 
infinite power, the pillow of God’s 
infinite wisdom, and God's infinite 
love.” 

SO we. 

So also, saved by grace, shout 
gladly to all saints and speak in 
defiance to Satan: 


“Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? shall tribula- 
tion, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword?... Nay, in all these things 
we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us. For I 
am persuaded, that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor princi- 
palities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, Nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to sepa- 
rate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
—Rom. 8:35, 37-39. 


But let us not forget thdat 
unthinkable from the standpoint 
of Christ’s cross is a 


V. Selfish Life 


Wise are they who have taught 
us that there are only two kinds 
of life—the sacrificial and the 
selfish. Jesus said: “If any man 
will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross 
daily, and follow me. For whoso- 
ever will save his life shall lose 
it: but whosoever will lose his 
life for my sake, the same shall 
save it.” (Luke 9:23,24). 


Spiritually, there is but one 
cross—the cross of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Jesus said: 
“I am the vine, ye are the branch- 
es: He that abideth in me, and 
I in him, the same bringeth forth 
much fruit. for without me ye 
can do nothing” (John 15:5). 


And Paul said: ‘But he that 
is joined. unto the Lord is one 
spirit’ (I Cor. 6:17). 


Paul wrote, too: “I am crucified 
with Christ: nevertheless I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now 
live in the-flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me” 
(Gal. 2: 20). 

Paul also wrote: “And _ they 
that are Christ’s have cruci- 
fied the flesh with the affec- 
tions and lusts’ (Gal. 5:24). 
And: “But God forbid that I 
should glory, save in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
the world is crucified unto me, 
and I unto the world” (Gal. 6:14). 

We ought so to reckon upon 
our union with Christ in His cross 
as to be able to say “my cross.” 
What was the cross to our Lord? 
Surely it was the instrument of 
death to Christ. We ought to take 
up that cross and to reckon upon 
our identification with Christ in 
it that it may become the instru- 
ment of death to self in us. Only 
by the way of the cross can 
disciples of Jesus put self to 
death. 

President Benjamin Harrison 
once said: “Selfishness has no 
centennial.” And if we attempted 
definitions of selfishness, we would 
define it as the negation of God, 
the substitution of ego for Deus. 
Selfishness is the rank and obnox- 
ious poison ivy Satan plants in the 
garden of life. Selfishness is the 
rust on the weapons we use in the 
battles of life. Selfishness is the 
suicide of greatness. Selfishness is 
the distemper of life. Selfishness 
is the moth that ruins all spiritual 
garments we put on. Selfishness 
is the mosquito that carries the 
deadly yellow fever of covetous- 
ness. Selfishness is the mouse that 
gnaws distructively among the 
treasure closets of life. Selfishness 
is the atrophy of spiritual muscles 
and stiffening arthritis of athletic 
prowess. Selfishness is the trouble- 
maker amid tranquility. Selfish- 
ness is stenchful mud in the straw 


of life. Selfishness is the smoking] . 


hearthstone and leaking roof and 
termite-eaten foundation of the 
house of life. Selfishness makes 
the soul armor plated against the 
tears and sorrows of mankind. 
Selfishness is the lion that makes 
a meal on the lamb it has just 
slain. George Hepworth said: “If 
a selfish soul should go to Heaven, 
it would find itself strangely out 
of place, would misunderstand 
everything it saw, and long for 


more. congenial companionship,” 


That ugly thing we call selfish-} 


ness dug the first grave that 
marred the earth, made liars of An- 
anias and Sapphira, a thief out of 
Judas and a coward out of Pilate. 
Yea, selfishness is the insanity of 
existence and the apostasy of be- 
ing. Selfishness is the abnormal- 
ity of life. And an idiot who 
slobbers over his food and cannot 
tell you his name and where he 
lives, if he gets lost in his native 
town, is not more abnormal in 
the eyes of God than is a selfish 
person in the eyes of our selfless 
Christ. 

George MacDonald said: “The 
difference in a crazy man and 
a selfish man is this—the crazy 
man is beside himself, the selfish 
man is inside himself.” 


A painter once drew a portrait 
of three men kneeling and look- 
ing up to Christ on the cross. 
To Christ one man said: ‘“Mas- 
ter, I would prevent Thy cruci- 
fixion.”” And there was a rebuking 
frown on the face of the dying 
Christ toward the man who de- 
sired to prevent His crucifixion. 
The second man said: “Master, 
I would ease Thy crucifixion.” 
And there was appreciation and 
tears in the eyes of the Christ 
as He looked down upon the man 
who wanted to ease His cruci- 
fixion. The third man said: ‘‘Mas- 
ter, I would share Thy crucifixion.” 
And there was an approving smile 
on the face of the dying Christ 
toward the man who would share 
His. crucifixion. Oh! We cannot 
for our Christ prevent or ease 
the tortures of skull-like Golgotha, 
but we can, in all places and all 


- 4 the time, share His crucifixion by 


“bearing about in the body the 
dying of the Lord Jesus, that 
the life also of Jesus might be 
made manifest in our body” (II 
Cor. 4:10). ‘ 


Dr. Shields tells us of Sophie. 
Sophie was a very illiterate old 
charwoman, but she was deeply 
taught in the things of God. She 
had something very illuminating 
to say about the truth of which 
we are thinking. She said: “I 
find dat de only vay to lead de 
right life is to commit suicide ef’ry 
day. You haf to die daily und go 
to your own funeral. You die to 
mean self. Den you haf to up und 
die to good self; und de sooner 
you die de better your lif.” 

Bob Carlin wrote the same 
truth in different words: 


Wrapped in himself he comes to 
church, 
Takes off his overcoat and hat, 
And, going to his pew, sits down, 
Pulling his problems tighter 
around his shoulder, 

Crawling... cold... deeper into 
himself 

As the hymns, the anthems, the 
prayers, 

And the sermon pour over him. 


Then, wrapped in himself, his 
overcoat and hat, 

He goes away again, 

Wondering vaguely where God 
was during the service 

And how he missed Him, 

As though he expected to find 
God in his pocket, 

Or gazing out between the hands 
of his watch, 

Or rolled wp in the service leaflet. 


Without God in his pocket 
Or in his soul, he goes away... 
Wrapped in himself. 


The self of ours is the major]: 


problem of all Christian life and 
service. Over and over again, by 
many figures and illustrations, the 
New ‘Testament impresses upon 
us that the sacrificial note is the 
key to all unselfish service and 
life. “Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Except a corn of wheat fall 
into the ground and die, it abideth 
alone: but if it die, it bringeth 
forth much fruit” (John 12:24). 


Only from the standpoint of 
Christ’s cross can we say and prac- 
tice the words of the Apostle 
Paul: | 


“But what things were gain to 
me, those I counted loss for 
Christ. Yea doubtless, and I 
count all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I 
have suffered the loss of all 
things, and do count them but 
dung. that I may win Christ.”— 
Phil. 3:7, 8. 


Only from the standpoint of the 
cross can we sing and make an 


experience in our lives the words 
of Wesley: 


1When-I survey.the wondrous cross 
—* the Prince of glory 


My-rithest gain, I count but loss 


And: pour contempt on all my}, 


pride, 


Only. from the standpoint of the 
cross can we make the voyage 
from the shallows to the deeps, 
from the little teacup of ourselves 
into the great ocean of God’s self, 
as that voyage is set forth in the 
hymn: 


O the bitter shame and sorrow 
That a time could ever be 
When I let the Saviour’s pity 
Plead in vain, and proudly ans- 
wered, 
“All of self, and none of Thee!” 


Yet He found me; I beheld Him 
Bleeding on the accursed tree. 
Heard Him pray, “Forgive them, 
Father!” 
And my wistful heart said faintly, 
“Some of self and some of 
Thee!” 


Day by day His tender mercy, 

Healing, helping, full and free, 

Sweet and strong, and, ah, so 
patient 

Brought me lower, while I whisp- 
ered 

“Less of self, and more of 

Thee!’ 


Higher than the highest heaven, 
Deeper than the deepest sea, 
Lord, Thy love at last hath con- 
quered, 
Grant me now my supplication— 
“None of self, and all of Thee!” 


—Theodore Monod 


—s 


= is 
Moreover, unthinkable from the 
standpoint of the cross is 


VI. Lack of Pocketbook Piety 


How can we, standing where 
Christ paid the crimson cash of 
His own precious blood to buy 
us from Satan’s slave markets of 
sin, tighten our purse strings and 
have deaf ears to what the Bible 
says about honoring God with our 
substance and with the firstfruits 
of all our increase? 


Pocketbook piety is taught in 
the Old Testament. Witness to the 
truth as brought by these words: 


“Thou shalt not delay to offer 
the first of thy ripe fruits, and 
of thy liquors: the firstborn of 
thy sons shalt thou give unto 
me.”’—Exod. 22:29. 

“The first of the firstfruits of 
thy land thou shalt bring unto 
the house of the Lord thy God. 
Thou shalt not seethe a kid in 
his mother’s milk.”—Exod. 23:19. 

“The first of the firstfiruits of 
thy land thou shalt bring unto the 
house. of the Lord thy God. Thou 
shalt not seethe a kid in his 
mother’s milk.”—Exod. 34:26. 

“Three times in a year shall all 
thy males appear before the Lord 
thy God in the place which he 
shall choose; in the feast of un- 
leavened bread, and in the feast 
of weeks, and in the feast. of 
tabernacles: and they shall not 
appear before the Lord empty: 
Every man shall givé as he is 
able, according to the blessing 
of the Lord thy God which he 
hath given thee.”—Deut. 16:16, 17. 

“And it shall be, when thou 
art come in unto the land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee for 
an inheritance, and possessest it, 
and dwellest therein: That thou 
shal take of the first of all the 
fruit of the earth, which thou shalt 
bring of thy land that the Lord 
thy God giveth thee, and shalt 
put it in a basket, and shalt go 
unto the place which the Lord thy 
God shall choose to place his 
name there.”—Deut. 26:1, 2. 

“And all the tithe of the land, 
whether of the seed of the land, 
or of the fruit of the tree, is the 
Lord’s: it is holy -unto the Lord... 
And concerning the tithe of the 
herd, or of the flock, even of 
whatsoever passeth under the 
rod, the tenth shall be holy unto 
the Lord.”"—Lev. 27:30, 32. 

“Honour the Lord with thy sub- 
stance, and with the firstfruits of 
all thine increase: So shall thy 
barns be filled with plenty, and 
thy presses shall burst out with 
new wine.”’—Prov. 3:9, 10. 


In connection with such honoring 
of God, God promises blessings: 
We read: 


“Blessed shalt thou be in the 
city, and blessed shalt thou be 
in the field. Blessed shall be the 
fruit of thy body, and the fruit of 
thy ground, and the fruit of thy 
cattle,"the increase of thy kine, 


and the flocks of thy sheep. Blese-- 
ed shall be thy basket and thy 
store. Blessed shalt thou be when 
thou comest in, and blessed shalt 
thou be when thou goest out. The 
Lord shall cause thine enemies 
that rise up against thee to be 
smitten before thy face: they shall 
come out against thee one way, 
and flee before thee seven ways. 
The Lord shall command the 
blessing upon thee in thy store- 
houses, and in all that thou 
settest thine hand unto; and’ he 
shall bless thee in the land which: 
the Lord thy God giveth thee.”— 
Deut. 28:3-8. 


It is almost like watering the 
lawn in a rainstorm to remind 
Christians of these words: 


“Will a man rob God? Yet. ye 
have robbed me. But ye say; 
Wherein have we robbed thee? 
In tithes and offerings. Ye are 
cursed with a curse: for ye have. 
robbed me, even this whole na-, 
tion. Bring ye all the tithes into 
the storehouse, that there may be, 
meat in mine house, and prove 
me now herewith, saith the Lord 
of hosts, if I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to receive it.” 


—Mal. 3:8-10. 
And these words: 


“Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay 
tithe of mint and anise and cum- 
min, and have omitted the weight- 
ier matters of the law, judgment, 
mercy, and faith: these ought! ye 
to have done, and not to leave 
the other undone.—Matt. 23:23. 


Dr. Gambrell, prolific writer, 
mighty statesman, one-time presi- 
dent of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention, wrote: “Whether tithing 
is a matter of law under the 
dispenation of grace need not be 
discussed. I will dismiss all that 
with the statement that it is 
unthinkable from the standpoint 
of the cross that any one would 
give less under grace than the 
Jews gave under the law.” 


Dr. B. H. Carroll, mighty in 
the Scriptures, mighty with his 
voice, mighty with his mind, 
mighty with his pen, wrote: “Law 
or no law, a Christian ought to put 
as much money into the Lord’s 
treasury as was required of a 
Jew.” 


The tithe, as the minimum and 
not the maximum, is the beginning 
not the end of Christian purse- 
piety. No man can stand.at the 
cross and listen to the dripping 
blood and refuse to pay God His 
tenth. If he does so refuse and 
fail, he is letting the clink of 
coins drown out the voice of the 
dripping blood. He is letting the 
sheen of greenbacks outshine the 
crimson stains at the foot of 
Christ’s cross. . 


Jesus taught us to have purse- 
piety when He said: 


“Lay not up for yourselves 
treasures upon earth, where moth 
and rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves break through and steal: 
But lay up for yourselves trea- 
sures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves do not break 
through nor steal: For where your 
treasure is, there will your heart 
be also.”—Matt. 6:19-21. 


We read: 


“And one of the company said 
unto him, Master, speak to my 
brother, that he divide the in- 
heritance with me, And he said 
unto him, Man, who made me 
a judge or a divider over you? 
And he said unto them, Take 
heed, and beware of covetous- 
ness: for a man’s life consisteth 
not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesseth.”— 
Luke 12:13-15. | 


In the parable of the rich fool, 
Jesus taught the wisdom of honor- 
ing God with money when He 
said: 


“The ground of a certain rich 
man brought forth plentifully: 
And he thought within himself, — 
saying, What shall I do, because 
I have no room where to bestow 
my fruits? And he said, This will 
I do: I will pull down my barns; 
and build greater: and there will 
I bestow all my fruits and my 
goods. And I will say to my soul, 
Soul, thou hast much goods laid 
up for many years; take thine 
ease, eat, drink, and be merry, 
But God said unto him, Thou 
fool, this night thy soul shall. be 
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required of thee: then whose shall 
those things be, which thou hast 
provided? So is he that layeth up 
treasure for himself, and is not 
rich toward God."—Luke 12:16- 
21. 


And Paul was urging purse-piety 

when he, by the Holy Spirit, wrote: 

“Upon the first day of the week 
let every one of you lay by him 
in store, as God hath prospered 
him, that there be no gatherings 
when I come.”—I Cor. 16:2. 


And we read that Jesus taught 
us to be sure that we know what 
pocket-piety is in these words: 

“And Jesus sat over against the 
treasury, and beheld how the 
people cast money into the trea- 
sury: and many that were rich 

cast in much. And there came a 

certain poor widow, and she 

threw in two mites, which make 

a farthing. And he called unto 

him his disciples, and saith unto 

them, Verily I say unto you, That 
this poor widow hath cast more 
in, than all they which have cast 

into the treasury: For all they did 

cast in of their abundance; but 

she of her want did cast in all 
that she had, even all her living.” 

—Mark 12:41-44. 


Unthinkable from the standpoint 
of Christ’s cross is 


VII. Unconcern for the Lost 


Jesus said: 


“For the Son of man is come to 
save that which was lost.”"—Matt. 
18:11. 


“For the Son of man is come 
to seek and to save that which 
was lost.”—Luke 19:10. 


From the heights of deity to 
the depths of humanity, from the 
glory place to the gory place, 
Jesus came to die a criminal’s 
death. Seeking the lost—soul-sav- 
ing—is the only business big 
enough to bring Jesus out of the 
ivory palaces of: Heaven into this 
world of woe, leaving the honors 
of Heaven for the horrors of the 
cross, giving up the adorations 


of Heaven for abominations of 


earth, relinqufshing the joys of 


Heaven for the jeers of wicked 
men 


Frederick E, Taylor in “The 
Evangelistic Church” says: “Tt 
seems to me we have lost a word 
out of our Christian vocabulary— 
CONCERN.” And I say that lost 
word. is a greater loss to our 
churches than the lost chord to 
any musical reader—than any lost 
battalion in any military endeavor. 


Unconcern is so unlike Jesus. 
Jesus was concerned about rich 
folks who had no concern for folks 
like Lazarus. Jesus was concerned 
about the young man who pre- 
ferred riches to the higher and 
holy possibilities of the Chris- 
tian’s life. Jesus was concerned 
about the religious people who 
preferred the fringes of spiritual 
matters to the heart—-the shallow 
to the deeps. 


Kipling, in “The Convert,” tells 
us of Lispeth, a native Indian girl. 
She was bitterly disappointed in 
love. The chaplain’s wife, who 
should have comforted her, was 
cold and unsympathetic. Lispeth 
turned her back on Abutrarty, 
saying—with a heavy heart: 


“To my own gods I go 

It may be they shall give me 
greater ease, 

Than your cold Christ and tangled 
trinities.” 

On the porch of a home in 
Nebraska, a man somewhat under 
the influence’ of liquor, 
“Reverend, I have been in this 
city four years. Many have invited 
me to have a drink. Others have 
invited me to their card parties, 
but no one has ever invited me to 
go to church.” 

David said: “I looked on my 
right hand, and beheld, but there 
was no man that would know me: 
refuge failed me; no man cared 
for my soul” (Ps. 142:4). 

Dr. Henderson, a preacher with 
spiritual passion, knowing that the 
need of the hour is a holy concern 
for the souls of men, made this 


said: » 


church officer has not the slightest : 
spiritual concern for the salvation 
of other people.” 


I fear many unsaved could in- 
dict us and find us guilty by look- 
ing at us and saying, “No man 
eared for my soul.” Are choirs 
guilty under the indictment that 
they sing without spiritual con- 
cern for the salvation of the lost? 
Is the accusation true that some 
teach and some preach and some 
lead in missionary activities in the 
church without genuine spiritual 
concern for the souls of the un- 
saved? Do we ever say to the lost 
what Whitefield said: “I am will- 
ing to go to prison and to death 
for you, but I am not willing to 
go to Heaven without you?” 


Are not too many Christians, 
with the unsaved all around us, 
living with the smug contentment 
of country gentlemen rather than 
with the courage of Christian 
crusaders? Are not the most ap- 
palling scandals and evils that 
threaten a nation’s moral life 
passed by with a mere shrug of 
the shoulders? With many it is 
not a matter of antagonism or 
opposition to soul saving; it is a 
matter of unconcern. 

Let us inaugurate and carry 
through campaigns for spiritual 
concern—for Christ-like care. 
—Abraham cared—and persistent- 
ly pled for two God-defying, des- 
truction-deserving cities. Moses 
cared—and was willing for God 
to blot him out. Samuel cared— 
“And he cried all night unto the 
Lord.” Job cared—and, though he 
was a festering mass and mess of 
diseased flesh, he held on to his 
faith in God. Elijah cared—and, 
with heart and lips of flame, he 
called an apostate nation back to 
God. Amos cared—and with agony 
of heart, he impeached civiliza- 
tions. Isaiah cared—and he, in 
whose preaching was the growl of 
the Assyrian wolf and the thun- 
ders of Sinai and the foregleams 
of Calvary, rocked thrones with 
terror. David cared—and, with 
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Leaving for Africa 


Dr. and Mrs. Oswald J. Smith of 
The Peoples Church, Toronto, Can- 
ada, left for Africa on Sept. 7th. 
They will be: gone for some 3% 
months and will not return until 
Christmas.. Dr. Smith (on the 
Sword Co-operating Board) has 
been invited by The Evangelical 
Christian Council of South Africa 
to hold evangelistic meetings, 
deeper life, prophetic and mission- 
ary conferences in the leading 
cities of South Africa, including 
Johannesburg, Cape Town, Dur- 


ban, and many others. He will al-|j 


so visit some of the mission fields. 
During his absence Rev. Paul B. 
Smith, B. A., will be in charge of 
The Peoples Church. Dr. Smith is 
flying by Pan-American from New 


York to Johannesburg and will be] 


returning by the way of London, 
England. Friends everywhere are 
urged to remember him very def- 
initely in prayer. 


“Subsidized”—Not “Cheap” 


The Roseburg, Oregon, News- 
Review recently had something to 
say about the so-called “cheap” 
electric power that comes from 
the socialized government systems. 
It could find nothing fair in this 
kind of power “with taxpayers 
subsidizing the low rates.” Then it 
observed, “Instead of talking a- 
bout ‘cheap’ power, let’s use the 
correct term and call it ‘subsidi- 
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run rivers of water because they [| 
have forsaken thy law.’ Jeremiah 
cared—and his weeping was like 
the weeping of a broken-hearted 
archangel over a lost world. 


Paul had concern—and he 
‘counted all things but loss that he 
might know Jesus and the power 
of his resurrection and the fellow- 
ship of his suffering.’ 


Florence Nightingale had con- 
cern—and the world’s battle 
wounds were bandaged and the 
horrors of man’s inhumanity to 
man somewhat softened. Wilber- 
force cared—and slaves were 
emancipated. Cromwell cared— 
and the iniquitous citadel of the 
divine right of kings was crashed 
into welcome wreckage, even as 
Parliament was dissolved. Savon- 
arola cared—and the godlessly gay 
and wildly wicked city of Florence 
was revived and cleaned. 


Broadus had concern—and the 
Seminary, now enshrined in many 
hearts, did not die. Instead of 
giving death gasp, it arose to 
sound a battle cry. Carroll cared— 
and the Southwestern Seminary 
leaped almost full grown from his 
great brain and compassionate 
heart of coneern. 


Booth cared—and, with a vision 
of the poor of London and what 
Christ could mean to their lives, 
he declared that God could have: 
all there was of William Booth. 
Livingstone cared—and he opened 
in dark Africa the highway, mark- 
ed now by the tombstones of 
martyr missionaries, over which 
Ethiopia now stumbles with out- 
stretched hands toward God. 
Moody cared—and slept never at 
night until he had spoken to some- 
one about the salvation of the soul 
through faith in Jesus. 


But more... than others could 
care, Jesus cared. His concern, as 
in unspeakable anguish, He con- 
templated the catastrophe that 
would come to Jerusalem, and 
wept. By His back cut to shreds, 
by the merciless scourge, by His 
cheeks from which cruel fingers 
plucked out His beard, by the 


face, by the iron spikes that nail- 
ed His quivering flesh and jerk- 
ing feet to the cross, by the thorns 
that punctured His holy brow, by 
the thirst that was not quench- 
ed by vinegar and gall, by His 
agony of soul beyond the tortures 
of Hell, I declare that Jesus cared 
for the souls of men. 


A. G. Blackburn, a well-known 
Christian worker, tells of the 
concern of a little girl of seven 
years for her unsaved father. This 
little girl was dying, when God’s 
servant went to see her. She lived 
in a back street. When Mr. 
Blackburn got there a woman 
showed him where the child was. 
He sat down. ‘‘What do you want, 
darling?” he asked. 


“IT want to see you before I 
die,”’ she said. 

“Why?” he said, “are you dy- 
ing?” 

“Yes,..sir.”” 

“Would you not like to get well 
again?” 

“IT hope not, sir.” 

“Why not?” 

“Why, sir,” she said, “ever since 
I became a Christian, I’ve been 
trying to bring my father to hear 
you preach, and he will not come. 
And I think if I die, you will bury 
me, won't you?” 

“Yes, darling,” the kind man 
said. 

“Well, I’ve been thinking, if I 
die, father must go to the fun- 
eral: then you will be able to 
preach the Gospel to him. And I 
would be willing to die six times 
over for him to hear the Gospel 
once.” 

Just as she was to have been 
buried, God’s good man was ser- 
iously ill himself. He thought of 
the poor little thing—and wanted 
so to bury her. 

Time passed on, and a tough- 
looking fellow called upon God’s 
servant and held out his hand. 
“You don’t know me,” 

“No, I do not.” 

“T am the father of Mary, the 
father she died for; for I heard 
as how she said she would die 
for me six times, if I could only 
hear the Gospel once. It nearly 
broke my heart—and now I want 
to learn the way of salvation.” 

And he was brought to a know- 
ledge of Jesus. 

Many of our friends and many 
loved ones would be brought to 
a saving knowledge of Jesus—if 
only we had the concern that held 
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seven-year-old girl—if only we 

would let God's fire melt the ice 

in our hearts and the lead in our - 
feet and consume the dross in our 

lives. 

Everyone knows of Heinz, of 

the “fifty-seven varieties,” but few 

know of his zeal as a soul winner. 

At a revival meeting one day, the 

minister turned to him and said: 

“You are a Christian man; why 

aren’t you up and at it?” He went 

home in anger, and went to bed, 

but could not sleep. At four o’clock 

in the morning he prayed that 

God would make him a power in 

His work, and then went to sleep, 

At the next meeting of bank presi- 

dents which he attended shortly 

afterward, he turned to the man 

next to him and spoke to him 

of the Christian life. His friend 

looked at him in amazement and 

said, “I’ve wondered many times 
why you never spoke to me about 
it if you really believed in Christ.” 

That man was the first of 267 
souls which Heinz won to Christ 
after that time. 

Yes, unspeakably unthinkable 
from the standpoint of Christ’s 
cross is unconcern for those who 
have never been brought out of 
their bondage, sorrow, and night 
into Christ’s freedom, gladness, 
and light. 

Not only so. Unthinkable from 
the standpoint of Christ’s cross ig 
the 


VIII. Human Body Unyielded 
to Christ’s Use of It 


Paul wrote: 


“I beseech you therefore, breth- 
ren, by the mercies of God, that 
ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable 
service. —Rom. 12:1. 


Paul also wrote: 


“Likewise reckon ye also yours 
selves to be dead indeed unto sin, 
but alive unto God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Let not sin there- 
fore reign in your mortal body, 
that ye should obey it in the4usts 
thereof. Neither yield ye your 
members as instruments of un- 
righteousness unto sin: but yield 
yourselves unto God, as those 
that are alive from the dead. and 
your members as instruments of 
righteousness unto God.”—Rom. 
6:11-13. 


And he wrote: 


“Now the body is not for forni- 
cation, but for the Lord: and the 
Lord for the body.”—I Cor. 6:13. 

“Flee fornication. Every sin 
that a man doeth is without the 
body: but he that committeth for- 
nication sinneth against his own 
body. What? know ye not that 
your body is the temple of the 
Holy Ghost which is in you, 
which ye have of God, and ye 
are not your own? For ye are 
bought with a price: therefore 
glorify God in your body. and 
in your spirit, which are God's.” 
—I Cor. 6:18-20. 


From the standpoint of Christ’s 
cross, we cannot refuse to yield 
our bodies as an altar offering— 
an offering well-pleasing to God 
and a reasonable service. 


Our bodies—not our spirits, not 
our intelligencies, not our aspira- 
tions—we are to present to the 
Lord. It is only through our bod- 
ies we can serve men. It is only 
through our bodies we can per- 
form the will of God. 


Christ Jesus in the days of His 
flesh, served men by means of His 
body. Jesus touched men—using 
the hands of His body. Jesus spoke 
to men—using the tongue and lips 
of His body. Jesus walked with 
men—using the feet of His body. 
Jesus prayed for men—bending 
the knees of His body in pray- 
er. Jesus wept over men’s 
cities—the eyes of His body 
pouring tears upon the face 
of His body. All these mentioned 
members of the body of His flesh 
Jesus constantly used on behalf of 
men. By means of the body pre- 
pared for Him (Heb. 10:5), He 
performed well-pleasing and fully 
the will of the Father—and 
with His lips could exclaim: “Lo, ~- 
I come: in the volume of the book 
j it is written of me, I delight to 

do thy will, O my God: yea, thy 
law is within my heart” (Ps. 40:7, 
8). 

And we read: “Christ ... did 
no sin, neither was guile found in 
his mouth: Who, when he was re- 
viled, reviled not again; when he 
suffered, he threatened not .., 
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but committed himself to him that 
Jjudgeth righteously: Who his own 
self bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree, that we, being dead 
to sins, should live unto rightcous- 
ness: by whose stripes ye were 
healed” (I Pet. 2:22-24). 

Yes, in that body He died for 
us, through the eternal Spirit of- 
fering Himself without spot to 
God. 

In like manner, we, too, cannot 
perform God's” service to men 
apart from our bodies. We need 
our bodies to serve others. We 
need our bodies to perform the 
will of God. Therefore, we need, 
as did Paul, to bear in our bodies 
the marks of the Lord Jesus (Gal. 
6 :14)—knowing that the body be- 
comes the instrument of God's 
will, even the channel through 
which the life of Christ becomes 
articulate. That means our bodies 
and all the members of our body 
are absolutely and solely at the 
disposal of God. 

When, in Oliver Cromwell's day, 
some of his soldiers went to arrest 
the members of Parliament, the 
members had fled into hiding. 
The soldiers arrested the speaker 
of Parliament, an old man of 
wisdom, and demanded that he tell 
them where the members were 
hiding. The old Speaker of the 
tHlouse of Parliament _ Said: 
“Gentlemen, I have no eyes to see, 
no ears to hear, no hands to move, 
no feet to walk, and no mouth to 
speak save as directed by Parlia- 
ment.’ Would that we would say 
to the world, the flesh, and the 
Devil such words as to the use of 
our bodies! 

And we should say to God what 
Dr. B. H. Carroll said when he 
was converted: 


Write thy name on my HEAD- 
That I may think for Thee; 
Write thy name on my LIPS— 
That I may speak for Thee; 
Vrite thy name on my FEET— 
That I may walk with and for 
Thee; 3 
Write thy name on my HANDS 
That I may work with and for 
Thee; 

Write thy name on my EARS— 
That I may listen for Thee; 
Write thy name on my HEART— 

That I may love Thee; 
Write thy name on my SHOULD- 
ERS-— 
That I may bear loads for Thee; 
Write thy name on my HYEHS— 
That I may see over Thee; 
Write thy name ALL OVER ME— 
That I may be-wholly thine— 
Always and everywhere. 


And now, finally, unthinkable 
from the standpoint of Christ’s 
cross. is that 


1X. Men Should Remain Un- 
saved in This Life and 
Miss Heaven 
Christ died that we might live. 
And when this crucified Christ is 


preached the only way to eternal | 


life is pointed out—and the only 
way to Heaven is opened up. We 
read: “He that believeth not the 
son shall not see life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him” 
(John 3:36). We read: “He that 


believeth on him is not condemn- 
ed: but he that believeth not is’ 
condemned already, because he'| 
hath not believed in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God’ | 
(John 3:18). We also read: “Jesus 
saith unto him, I am the way, 
the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by 
me” (John 14:6). 

And when the crucified Christ 
by lip and life’is preached by men 
and when the crucified Christ is 
aecepted by sinful men, then the 
life is changed. 

. Dr. Thomas Jefferson Villers in 
his book, The Hurry Call of Jesus, 
expresses this truth illustratively 
in a wonderful way. He says: 
“Christ goes to Virginia, attracts 
JOHN ALBERT BROADUS at the 
age of sixteen, keeps him on 
double duty as preacher and edu- 
cator all his days, and enables him 
to sing with his last whispered 
breath, ‘Jesus, Lover of My Soul.’ ”’ 

In Puerto Rico, He magnetizes a. 
policeman, DELFINO MULER, 
turns him into an evangelist, and 
inspires him to testify to his 
people: “You all know me, know 
what I was, and you can see what 
Christ has done for me.” 

Christ is lifted up in British 
America, and BENJAMIN CAM- 


‘first Hindu convert, and inspires 
‘him to leave to the church a com- 


ERON, the Indian, who in his 
savage days had shot and eaten 
his own wife, experiences the same 
fascination and greets’ every 
stranger with the question: “Are 
you a Christian? Do you love my 
Saviour? If so, give me _ your 
hand.” 

Across in England, He throws 
a charm over ALFRED TENNY- 
SON and inclines him to say, as 
he caresses a flower in his garden, 
“What the sun is to this rose, 
Jesus Christ is to my soul.” 

In New Guinea, He shows His 
wounded hands and feet to RUA- 
TOKA, himself born a_ heathen, 
and impels him to write the London 
Missionary Society regarding the 
cannibals who had murdered Chal- 
mers, “I ask of you a great privi- 
lege—permit me to go to the place 
where he was killed and tell his 
murderers about the love of God 
in Christ.” 

In the Philippines, He looks, 
from the cross, upon SI LOY when 
mobbed and beaten, and constrains 
this Baptist deacon to cry, “I can 
not strike back, for there is a 
great love in my heart.” 

In Japan, He reminds NEESI- 
MA of the great price with which 
he was bought, and empowers him 
to say, when importuned to enter 
the Educational Department of the 
Imperial Government: “I have 
only one answer—my life is not 
my own: it belongs to Jesus 
Christ. Many years ago, I solemnly 
swore to devote my entire time 
and effort to His cause, and I can- 
not take back my words and my 
heart.” | 

In China, He draws the heart of 


FUNG CHAK, a fatherless lad 
whose mother was an _ idol-wor- 


shipper; converts him at a mission 
in Canton; encourages him to tell 
his mother what a_ wonderful 
Saviour he has found; send him 
to preach the Gospel for 46 years, 
and to translate many gospel 
hymns into the Chinete tongue; 
and then permits him to baptize 
his old mother at the age of 72. 

In Africa, He is uplifted as the 
thorn-crowned King of grief, 
whose blood cleanses from all sin, 
and LUTATE, surnamed Barna- 
bas, son of consolation, with shin- 
ing face and melodious heart, tells 
Richards: “I do believe Jesus has 
taken away my sins, and I do feel 
so happy.” 

In Siam, His dying, bleeding love 
enthralls THANG-KAN, the Garo, 
causing him to refuse a lucrative 
government position, saying, ““The 
official might bid me go north, 
when the Lord Jesus was bidding 
me to go south.” 

In Burma, He uses His cross 
as a magnet, attaches to Himself 
U PO HLINE, enables him to 
count everything but refuse as 
contrasted with Christ, sets him 
as pastor over the church at Pyin- 
mana, and strengthens him to pray 
When sinking under exhaustion 
from missionary tours: “I have 
been away doing thy work; I did 
the best I could; now give me 
strength to reach my home.” 

And in India, with tender sym- 


pathy, He reaches down’ and 
touches a carpenter, KRISHNA 


PAL, gives him to Carey as the 


munion hymn for all time: 


“O thou, my soul, forget no more 
The Friend who all thy sorrows 
bore.” 


“Jesus in the midst’—a_ thief 
on the right, a thief on the left. 
This shows us that His love is not 
a horizontal love, “creating a 
cleavage of upper and middle and 
nether social strata, But a perpen- 
dicular love that runs from the 
lowest level of human society, and 
separates men to the right and to 
the left. 


Dear dying lamb, 
blood, 

Shall never lose its power, 

Till all the ransomed church of 

. God Me : 

Be saved to sin no more, 


thy precious 


The death of Christ mects all 
our need. We are called ungodly, 
but Christ died for the ungodly. 
We are called unjust, but Christ 
suffered for the unjust to bring us 
to God. We are called sinners, but 
while we were yet sinners Christ 
died. How clear it is that His blood 
justified us and saves us from 
the wrath to come—if we will but 
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zed’ power and thus get the issue 
out where it belongs.” 

Socialized power is subsidized in 
many ways, direct and indirect. It 


acknowledge our guilt and trust in 
Him as our Saviour. 

From the standpoint of the cross 
the most foolish thing in the world 
is that any sinner should remain a 
lost sinner and never become “a 
sinner saved by grace.” I heard 
a man say once that Christ, the 
Life, died that we, the dead, might 
live. Christ, the Blessed one, bore 
the curse that we, the cursed ones, 
might have and hold the blessing. 

Christ, the Lord of Glory (I Cor. 
2:8), was covered with our shame 
that our shame might be covered 
with His glory. 

Christ, the perfectly righteous 
one, was judged as unrighteous 
that we, the unrighteous, might, 
by faith in Him and by trustful 
acceptance of Him, be judged as 
righteous, 


is wholly or largly tax-free—while 
private enterprise power pays over 
20 per cent of all revenues in tax- 
es. It generally pays no interest 
on its capital investment, which 
comes from the public treasury. 
It is free of all manner of laws 
and restrictions which apply to 
private business, It gets many ser- 
vices, such as the mail frank- 
ing privilege, at the taxpayers’ ex- 
pense, 

—Union Bridge Pilot. 


The “Welfare” State 


The one result the welfare 
state never achieves is welfare. It 
gives people more dollars to hand- 
le by making each dollar worth 
less “and less. Dismantling the 
welfare state is the essential step 
to true welfare for the people, as 
it is the essential step in preser- 
ving our liberty. 

The Federal Government today 
has about two and a half million 
employees, not including the mili- 
tary. No government can direct a 
bureaucracy of two and a half 
million obedient servants and re- 
main free. The Federal Govern- 


ment has a budget of about 85 
billions. No government can spend 
any such share of the national in- 
come from one single center and 
preserve an economy in which the 
people can remain free men. The 
budget and the bureaucracy are 
power over you and me, They 
must be demobilized. 

—Senator William E, Jenner, 


Would You Prefer to Work in 
Russia or in America? 

To buy a pound of sugar, the 
average American works 4% min- 
utes; the average Russian, 2 hours 
and 20 minutes. 

To buy a pound of butter, the 
average American works 30 min- 
utes; in Russia, it would take 
nearly 10 hours to earn that much, 

To buy a quart of milk, the avs 
erage American works 9% min- 
utes; the Russian, a full hour, 

The American way of life—pri- 
vate enterprise—capitalism—is the 
best friend—the best system—ever 
enjoyed by the working man in all 
the world’s history. 

Beware of those who would de- 
stroy it! 


spiritually. 


The King of the Jews, 


a commentary on the Gospel of 
Matthew by Dr. John R. Rice, 
is of value to the student both 
academically and devotionally. 
Scholarly, evangelistie discus- 
sions concerning the premillen- 
nial return of Christ, the bodily 
resurrection, repentance, faith, 
and scores of other doctrines 
are presented. Furthermore, the 
clear, direct approach evidenced 
will make this commentary of 
as much value to the freshman 
as to the graduate student. 
Though it be read and reread, 
The King of the Jews will bless 
and inspire as well as enlighten. 
Then, too, this book is not de- 
signed to displace other refer- 
ences, but is an incentive to ad- 


ditional research. More than 
200 pages. $3.95. Beautifully 
clothbound. 


The Home: Courtship, 
Marriage, & Children 


is widely considered by Chris- 
tian leaders to be a “must” for 
young people as well as older 
people, This 38l-page manual 
answers the problems of those 
anticipating marriage, discusses 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 
214 W. Wesley St. 
Please send me the following books: 


] The King of the Jews, $3.95 


™ 
; 


ey 


| Prayer—Asking and Receiving, $2.59 


Name ..- 


It's Good to See a Boy Study 


Especially if he's yours, and you watch him striving 
to prepare himself for adult life. You want him to 
have the best training possible, and that, of course, 
includes reading books which will help him mature 


These attractive books are all clothbound, have large, easily 
read type. Designed for years of use. Buy from your bookdealer or 
add 5% for postage and handling charges and write to Sword of the 
Lord Publishers, 214 West Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 
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® Wheaton, Illinois 


ie The Home: Courtship, Marriage & Children, $2.50 


|] What It Costs to Be a Good Christian, $2.25 


carefully and scripturally the 
relationships. of husbands and 
wives, gives specific, detailed 
advice on the rearing of chil- 
dren, Only $2.50. 


Prayer--Asking and 
Receiving 


165,000 people have felt the 
need for Dr. Rice’s book on 
Prayer—Asking and Receiving! 
Such perplexing problems as 
praying in the will of God, hin- 
drances to prayer, what to pray 
for, are dealt with in a prac- 
tical, personal way. It is truly 
an invaluable aid to the Chris- 
tian student. Only $2.50 for 328 
pages, 


What It Costs fo Be a 
Good Christian 


is the fruit of thirty years of 
earnest, heart-searching preach- 
ing to Christians. “This book 
is wisdom and strength for 
every Christian who desires to 
make his life count more for 
God” is Dr. Robert G. Lee’s 
evaluation. Young people will 
find inspiration and help here. 
223 pages. $2.25. 
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